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TO  THE  JOINT  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 

URBAN  AND  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCILS 


OF  THE 

West  (Gloucestershire  Ignited  ^Districts. 

- - - 

Gentleman, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
the  Annual  Report  for  1913  on  the  general  sanitary 
condition  of  the  United  Districts  of  West  Gloucester¬ 
shire,  for  which  I  am  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as  a  whole, 
together  with  separate  reports  on  each  of  the  several 
districts  forming  the  Combination. 

The  Division  of  the  County  for  the  purpose  of  Health 
Administration,  which  had  already  been  decided  upon,  has 
been  accomplished  since  the  Annual  Report  for  1912  was 
issued.  Although  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  West  Gloucestershire  earlier  in  the  year,  I  did  not 
begin  my  duties  until  the  end  of  July,  and  Dr.  Ashley, 
who  had  been  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  continued 
up  till  then  to  carry  out  the  duties  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  was  assisted  in  the  School  work  by  Dr.  Blake 
and  Dr.  Deborah  Hancock.  The  combination  of  the  offices 
of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Inspector, 
has  much  to  recommend  it,  but  it  has  its  disadvantages, 
and  the  saving  in  travelling,  which  my  predecessor  men¬ 
tioned  in  his  report  as  one  of  the  greatest  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  the  combination  of  the  two  posts,  has,  so  far, 
not  been  apparent.  It  has  seldom  happened  that  the 
necessity  for  visiting  a  place  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
has  coincided  with  the  visitation  of  the  place  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  School  Inspection.  The  dates  for  the  Inspection 
of  a  School  must  of  necessity  be  arranged  for  some  con¬ 
siderable  time  in  advance,  whereas  the  occasions  when  a 
place  must  be  visited  on  account  of  Public  Health 
matters  cannot  often  be  anticipated. 
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AREA,  POPULATION  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER 

OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  area  included  under  the  title  United  Districts  of 
West  Gloucestershire  covers  the  whole  of  the  Forest  of 
Dean,  extends  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  Wye  in  the 
parishes  of  St.  Briavels,  Brockweir  and  Tidenham,  where  it 
lies  in  the  tongue  of  land  between  the  river  Wye  and  the 
Estuary  of  the  Severn,  and  round  Gloucester  as  far  as  the 
limits  comprised  within  the  boundaries  of  the  parishes 
composing  the  Gloucester  Rural  District.  This  area 
contains  a  population  of  45,916,  a  diminution  since  1912  of 
251,  which  has  occurred  in  Awre,  Westbury,  Newnham 
and  East  Dean,  Lydney  and  Gloucester  Rural  alone 
showing  an  increase. 

It  will  be  observed  that  of  late  vears  there  has  been  a 
shrinkage  in  the  area  included  in  the  United  Districts  of 
West  Gloucestershire.  In  the  case  of  Districts  such  as 
Westbury,  Newnham,  Awre  and  Lydney,  which  are 
washed  by  the  river  Severn,  there  is  loss  from  time  to 
time  by  erosion.  This  is  particularly  the  case  in  the 
Urban  District  of  Awre,  where  a  whole  acre  of  land 
has  been  occasionally  lost  in  one  day.  In  the  case  of  Glou¬ 
cester  Rural  District,  a  decrease  of  four  acres  is  explained 
by  the  sale  of  certain  land  belonging  to  the  County  Asylum, 
which,  in  accordance  with  the  City  of  Gloucester  Extension 
Order  of  1900,  provided  that  any  part  of  Wotton  Yill  Parish 
belonging  to  the  County  Asylum  Authority,  should,  if  sold 
by  that  Authority,  become  part  of  the  City  of  Gloucester. 
In  1910,  four  acres  were  sold  to  a  private  individual. 

The  geological  features  of  the  district  have  so  often  been 
described  that  it  will  suffice  to  say  that  throughout  the  Forest 

This  is  the  area  as  arranged  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  West 
Gloucestershhe  United  Districts  [Medical  Officer  of  Health]  Order,  1912,  under 
which,  when  the  present  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District  of  West 
Dean  and  the  Urban  District  of  Coleford  vacate  their  Public  Health  appointments, 
these  districts  automatically  become  part  of  the  West  Gloucestershire  area  as 
detailed  above.  For  West  Dean  and  Coleford  I  am  at  present  appointed  Medical 
Inspector  of  School  Children  only.  The  acreage  of  the  two  places  is  23,441  and 
the  population  in  1911  was  17,948. 
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of  Dean  we  have  coal  measures  and  on  its  borders  mill¬ 
stone  grit  and  carboniferous  limestone.  The  plains  below 
Cinderford  and  north  of  Newnham,  comprising  the  parishes 
of  Huntley,  Churcham,  Bulley  and  Minsterworth,  are  for 
the  most  part  composed  of  red  marl  with  keuper  sand¬ 
stone.  West  of  this,  comprising  Blakeney,  part  of 
Newnham,  Littledean,  Flaxley,  Abenhall  and  Longhope, 
we  find  the  old  red  sandstone  and  marl.  Gloucester  City 
is  situated  in  a  bed  of  alluvium  which  extends  all  along 
the  banks  of  the  River  Severn,  and  as  we  get  further 
removed  from  the  river,  we  find  lower  lias,  clay  and  lime¬ 
stone  which  are  found  throughout  the  greater  part  of 
Gloucester  Rural  District.  The  importance  of  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  geology  of  the  district  is  understood  when  one 
considers  how  intimately  connected  with  the  nature  of  the 
soil  are  the  questions  of  drainage  and  water  supply. 

Between  the  periods  of  1901  and  1911  the  population 
of  the  Gloucester  portion  of  the  United  District  of  West 
Gloucestershire  increased  by  1890,  and  the  number  of 
families  or  separate  occupiers  by  694.  The  average  number 
of  persons  per  separate  occupier  equals  4*5. 

During  the  year  the  question  of  the  adoption  of 
the  Notification  of  Births  Act ,  1907,  was  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  various  District  Councils,  but  was 
not  adopted.  Whilst  recognising  the  importance  of 
taking  all  practicable  measures  for  the  prevention 
of  such  diseases  as  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  and  other 
infectious  diseases  of  infants,  the  District  Councils,  when 
discussing  the  question  of  adopting  this  Act,  took  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  strictly  rural  nature  of  the  greater  part  of 
their  respective  districts,  together  with  the  rate  of  infant 
mortality,  which  is  well  below  the  average  for  England  and 
Wales,  which  in  1913  was  109  ;  even  in  East  Dean, 
where  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  is  higher  than  elsewhere 
in  West  Gloucestershire,  it  is  very  considerably  below  this 
figure,  and  still  more  below  the  average  rate  in  the  96 
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largest  English  towns  for  the  last  quarter  of  1913,  which 
was  125,  with  extremes  of  202  at  Burnley  and  56  at  Bath. 

Mental  Deficiency  Act ,  1913. --The  Home  Office 
issued  a  circular  letter  in  December,  1913,  explaining  the 
object  and  scope  of  this  Act,  which  comes  into  force  on  the 
1st  April,  1914,  and  it  is  hoped  that  under  it,  the  Authorities 
will  be  better  enabled  to  deal  with  those  children  who  exist 
in  every  district,  whether  Rural  or  Urban,  who  have 
hitherto  been  outside  the  powers  of  existing  legislation,  and 
who,  in  the  words  of  the  Order,  “  impose  a  heavy  burden 
on  their  parents  or  relatives  ;  whose  presence  at  home  is 
detrimental  to  the  rest  of  the  family,  and  who  cannot  there 
receive  the  training  and  treatment  which  is  essential  in 
order  to  make  the  most  of  their  faculties  and  so  stave  off 
degeneration.” 

BIRTHS  AND  THE  BIRTH-RATE. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  whole  of 
the  District  during  1913  was  984,  giving  a  rate  of  21*2. 
This  compares  somewhat  unfavourably  with  that  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales,  which,  however,  is  not  a  fair 
comparison,  as  the  character  of  the  West  Gloucestershire 
District  is  almost  entirely  Rural.  The  figures  for  the  Rural 
Districts  of  England  and  Wales  only,  are  not  yet  available. 
The  largest  number  of  births  occurred  in  the  East  Dean 
District,  but  the  highest  birth-rate  was  in  Newnham-on- 
Severn,  and  the  lowest  in  Westbury-on-Severn.  In  the 
case  of  the  two  last-named  places,  however,  and  that  of 
Awre,  the  population  is  so  small,  that  a  difference  of  one 
or  two  makes  so  marked  an  increase  or  decrease  in  the 
statistics  as  to  render  them  of  very  little  value  for  the 
purpose  of  comparison. 

DEATHS  AND  THE  DEATH-RATE. 

After  taking  from  the  number  of  deaths  registered  in 
the  district,  those  deaths  taking  place  in  Public  Institutions 
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in  it,  but  being  of  persons  whose  homes  were  outside  the 
district,  we  have  544  net  deaths,  with  a  rate  of  11*8,  as 
compared  with  that  of  13  '4  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales.  Here,  again,  we  have  a  fallacious  comparison,  as 
this  is  almost  entirely  a  Rural  District,  whilst  that  quoted 
for  England  and  Wales  includes  the  large  towns. 

The  Infantile  Death-rate  for  the  whole  district  is 
75,  whilst  that  for  England  and  Wales  is  109.  The  largest 
number  of  deaths,  giving  a  rate  of  98,  occurred  in  the 
East  Dean  District,  which  is  largely  a  mining  centre,  and 
the  lowest  in  the  purely  agricultural  districts  of  Newnham 
and  Awre. 

I  have  remarked  elsewhere  on  the  fact  that  I  have 
been  impressed  by  the  greater  care  apparently  received  by 
children  in  the  purely  Rural  districts,  than  seems  to  be  the 
case  with  so  many  of  them  in  Urban  centres,  although  the 
wages  earned  by  the  parents  in  the  latter  case  are  far 
higher. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

I  give  below  the  deaths  from  the  six  chief  Zymotic 
diseases  during  the  year,  and  thought  it  would  be  interesting 
to  have  in  the  same  table  the  number  of  cases  notified 
during  the  year,  where  notifiable,  and  those  removed  to 
hospital. 

No.  of  cases  Occurring  in  or 
Deaths,  1913  notfied  .  removed  to  Hospital 


Small-pox  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

271 

159 

Croup  &  Diphtheria 

3 

56 

10 

Continued  Fever  ... 

0 

13 

8 

Measles 

12 

..Not  notifiable 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0 

Do. 

Total 

17 

340 

177 

Of  the  two  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever,  one  occurred 
in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Greenway,  in  the  East  Dean 
District,  and  the  other  in  the  Lydney  Rural  District ;  the 
latter  case  was  nursed  at  home. 
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There  were  three  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  two  in  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Over,  in  Gloucester  Rural 
District,  and  one  in  Lydney  Rural.  The  last-named  case 
was  isolated  at  home. 

PREVALENCE  DURING  THE  YEAR  OF 
NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

There  has  been  a  greater  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  during  the  year  than  has  been  the  case 
for  some  years,  this  increase  following  on  a  marked 
diminution  in  1912. 

I  give  below  the  prevalence  of  particular  types  of 
disease  in  1913. 

Scarlatina. — Of  the  271  cases  notified,  159  were 
removed  to  hospital.  Although  this  disease  was  so  very 
prevalent,  the  fatality  per  cent,  was  low,  being  rather  less 
than  *74. 

Diphtheria. — There  were  56  cases  of  Diphtheria 
notified,  ten  of  which  were  removed  to  hospital.  There 
were  three  deaths,  giving  a  fatality  of  5*3. 

Enteric  Fever. — Although  there  were  13  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever  notified  during  the  year,  there  were  no  deaths 
registered  in  the  district  of  persons  belonging  to  it.  Of  the 
13  cases  notified,  however,  eight  were  patients  in  the 
Barnwood  Asylum,  and  in  four  instances  the  patient  died, 
the  deaths  being  assigned  to  the  respective  districts  to 
which  they  originally  belonged.  I  have  dealt  with  this 
outbreak  in  the  report  on  the  Gloucester  Rural  District. 

Of  the  remaining  five  notified,  four  occurred  in  the 
Gloucester  Rural  District,  and  were  traced  to  drinking 
Severn  water,  which  had  not  been  boiled,  and  one  case 
occurred  in  the  East  Dean  District.  None  of  these  cases, 
fortunately,  proved  fatal. 


9 


Puerperal  Fever. — There  were  two  cases  notified, 
one  each  in  Gloucester  and  East  Dean  Rural  Districts. 
The  Gloucester  case  was  one  occurring  in  the  Workhouse, 
but  belonging  to  the  Rural  District.  Neither  case  was 
fatal. 

Erysipelas. — There  were  24  cases  of  Erysipelas 
notified  during  the  year,  nine  of  them  being  notified  from 
the  Wotton  Asylum,  Gloucester.  Of  the  remainder,  seven 
were  residents  of  East  Dean  Rural  District,  chiefly  Cinder- 
ford,  and  six  were  in  the  Lydney  Rural  District,  three 
being  in  Lydney  and  three  at  Woolaston.  There  was  no 
special  interest  attached  to  any  of  the  cases. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  Other  Tuber¬ 
culous  Diseases. — There  was  a  marked  diminution  in 
the  number  of  Pulmonary  cases  notified  during  the  year 
compared  with  those  notified  during  the  previous  year, 
being  45  in  1913,  against  70  in  1912.  The  number  of 
deaths  registered  during  the  year  as  due  to  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  (26),  also  compares  favourably  with  the 
number  registered  in  1912  (34).  There  were  nine  cases 
notified  from  other  Tuberculous  diseases. 

None  of  the  cases  notified  received  Sanatorium  treat¬ 
ment,  and  I  have  commented  elsewhere  on  the  reluctance 
to  take  advantage  of  the  special  facilities  offered,  either  as 
regards  Sanatorium  or  other  treatment,  that  I  have 
observed  amongst  those  affected. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. — Whilst  there  has 
been  a  remarkable  absence  of  deaths  registered  as  due  to 
Whooping  Cough  in  1913,  in  any  part  of  the  district,  there 
has  been  a  large  number  of  deaths  from  Measles.  In 
none  of  the  districts  comprising  the  West  Gloucestershire 
United  Districts,  are  these  diseases  notifiable,  but  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  as  time  goes  on,  the  combined  influence  of 
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School  Medical  Inspectors,  special  Tuberculosis  treatment 
and  the  other  agencies  at  work,  will  succeed  in  imparting 
to  parents  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  serious  effects  often 
resulting  from  these  two  diseases,  which  it  is  to  be  regretted 
are,  at  present,  apt  to  be  regarded  too  lightly. 

Diarrhoea. — There  have  been  seven  deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  during  the  year,  six  of  them,  all  infants  under 
one  year,  occurring  in  the  East  Dean  District.  They 
occurred  at  widely  separated  dates  during  the  year  and 
were  distributed  over  the  district.  The  only  other  case, 
that  of  a  male,  80  years  of  age,  occurred  in  the  Lydney 
Rural  District. 

Pneumonia. — There  were  16  deaths  from  Pneumonia 
during  the  year,  seven  of  them  occurring  in  the  East  Dean 
District. 

There  was  one  death  from  Anterior  Poliomyelitis, 
in  Cinderford,  in  the  East  Dean  District.  This  case,  which 
was  that  of  a  man  53  years  of  age,  who  had  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  collier,  had  not  been  notified,  and  the  first 
information  received  concerning  it,  was  in  the  form  of  the 
death  certificate. 

PREVALENCE  DURING  THE  YEAR  1913  OF 
PARTICULAR  TYPES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Scarlet  Fever. — A  very  wide-spread  epidemic  of 
Scarlet  Fever  was  experienced  in  the  West  of  England,  the 
disease  being  of  a  mild  type,  and,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  ascertain  from  the  inspection  of  school  children  and 
conversations  with  medical  practitioners,  there  have  been 
remarkably  few  severe  cases  or  cases  which  were  compli¬ 
cated  by  sequelae  so  often  met  with  after  Scarlet  Fever. 
Many  of  the  cases  were  of  so  mild  a  type  that  they  were 
only  recognised  as  Scarlet  Fever  when  they  had  reached 
the  stage  of  desquamation.  It  is  quite  clear  that  it  was 
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owing  to  there  being  so  many  of  these  mild  cases,  which 
acted  as  carriers,  that  the  epidemic  was  as  extensive  as  it 
was. 

Diphtheria. — There  were  a  good  many  cases  of 
Diphtheria  in  certain  parts  of  the  district,  notably  in 
portions  of  ‘Gloucester  Rural  District,  where  the  houses  are 
on  a  clay  soil  and  where  there  are  numerous  foul  privy 
vaults  which  are  emptied  at  rare  intervals.  In  Church- 
down  there  were  many  of  these  offensive  privy  vaults,  and 
here  Diphtheria  was  especially  rife,  but  now  that  an 
efficient  drainage  and  sewerage  system  has  been  installed 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  abolition  of  such  predisposing 
conditions  as  were  formerly  present,  will  lead  to  a  marked 
diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria. 

Small-pox. — All  through  West  Gloucestershire  there 
are  a  very  large  number  of  unvaccinated  persons,  and  this 
circumstance  renders  it  very  important  that  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  Small¬ 
pox  cases  should  occasion  arise,  but  it  is  scarcely  reasonable 
to  expect  that  any  Local  Authority  should  prepare  on  a 
large  scale  for  an  emergency  which  may  never  occur.  Still, 
the  danger  of  a  severe  epidemic  of  Small-pox  is  one  against 
which  we  must  always  be  on  our  guard,  and,  in  common 
with  many  others,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  danger  could 
best  be  met  by  the  Central  Authority  having  in  readiness 
portable  hospitals,  thoroughly  equipped  and  manned, 
which  could,  on  what  might  be  termed  mobilisation,  proceed 
at  once  to  the  affected  area.  If  ever  Small-pox  occurs  in 
our  midst  we  shall  find  ourselves  in  a  far  more  dangerous 
condition  than  was  the  case  in  1896. 

Sir  Ronald  Ross,  whose  experience  with  the  stamping 
out  of  Malaria  is  almost  unique,  has  very  recently  pointed 
out  how  a  certain  number  of  immunised  persons  in  a  com¬ 
munity  serves  as  a  protection  to  the  non-immunised,  and 
that,  in  order  to  experience  what  he  very  aptly  describes 
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as  the  “  flare  phenomenon,”  the  proportion  of  immunised 
to  non-immunised  must  be  reduced  to  a  certain  critical 
point.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of  un-vaccinated 
persons,  a  consequence  of  the  exemption  clause  of  the 
Vaccination  Act,  1898,  we  are  fast  approaching,  if  we  have 
not  already  reached  this  critical  point,  when  the  “  flare 
phenomena  ”  will  become  possible.  In  1896  vaccination 
and  re-vaccination  were  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception, 
and  in  that  year,  when  Small-pox  broke  out  in  Gloucester, 
both  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  were  actively  carried 
out,  and  it  was  found  that  in  those  parishes  where  these 
precautions  were  most  thoroughly  taken,  Small-pox  failed 
to  gain  a  foothold,  but  at  the  present  time  when  the 
conditions  are  so  different,  one  cannot  but  be  afraid  when 
one  thinks  of  the  terrible  mortality  that  must  occur  should 
Small-pox  be  introduced.  To  say  that  our  improved 
sanitation  will  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  is  to  adopt 
a  Pharisaical  attitude  and  shut  our  eyes  to  the  over¬ 
crowding  and  large  number  of  susceptible  persons  living 
in  close  proximity  to  one  another,  a  combination  of  circum¬ 
stances  which  cannot  be  regarded  otherwise  than  as  a  real 
source  of  danger. 

Dr.  Ivillick  Millard,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Leicester,  who  has  had  a  considerable  experience  of  Small¬ 
pox,  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  efficacy  of  vaccination  and  of 
its  power  to  modify  the  disease,  and  is  of  opinion  that 
whilst  it  protects  the  vaccinated  or  immunised,  it  does  not 
prevent  the  person  so  treated  from  acting  as  a  carrier.  In 
fact,  from  the  point  of  view  of  protecting  the  individual, 
he  says  vaccination  is  perfect,  but,  unless  vaccination  is 
universal,  it  were  better  that  it  should  not  be  done  at  all, 
as  if  a  case  of  Small-pox  occurs  in  an  unvaccinated 
community,  a  few  fatal  cases,  probably  of  a  severe  type, 
will  put  the  medical  profession  and  others  on  their  guard, 
and  the  danger  arising  from  cases  of  a  modified  or 
unrecognised  type  will  not  then  occur.  This  strange 
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attitude  is  no  doubt  full  of  philosophy,  but  there  are 
few  parents  who  would  willingly  sacrifice  their  children 
for  the  good  of  the  community  at  large,  when  other  parents 
in  common  with  themselves,  have  the  same  means  of  safety 
at  their  disposal,  or,  at  any  rate,  one  which  minimises  very 
considerably  the  risk  of  a  fatal  infection,  and  to  suggest 
that  those  members  of  the  community  having  the  intelli¬ 
gence  to  appreciate  and  seek  a  recognised  protection 
from  an  admittedly  loathsome  and  preventible  disease, 
should  forego  such  protection,  because  otherwise,  they  may 
contract  the  disease  in  such  a  mild  and  attenuated  form  as 
not  to  be  immediately  recognisable,  and  thus,  unconsciously, 
to  act  as  “  carriers  ”  to  their  less  intelligent,  but  equally 
free,  brothers  and  sisters,  is  quixotic  to  a  degree.  There  will 
always  be  plenty  of  brave  men  and  women  ready  to 
sacrifice  their  own  lives  for  others,  but  it  is  asking  too 
much  to  ask  them  to  sacrifice  their  own  children  for  the 
sake  of  saving  those  short-sighted  or  misguided  people 
who,  having  the  means  of  safety,  will  not  make  use  of  it. 
Dr.  Killick  Millard  would  have  every  medical  man  and 
nurse  in  contact  with  Small-pox  vaccinated,  as  he  fully 
realises  its  protective  value,  yet  on  theoretical  and 
altruistic  lines  he  proposes  the  abandonment  of  vaccination 
in  general,  simply  because  it  cannot  any  longer  be  made 
universal. 

A  large  number  of  exemption  certificates  are  undoubt¬ 
edly  granted  to  people  who  are  so  ill-acquainted  with  the 
true  facts  regarding  vaccination,  that  they  are  not  in  a 
position  to  form  an  impartial  opinion,  and  if  only  the 
advocates  of  vaccination  would  disseminate  information 
regarding  it,  as  freely  as  their  opponents  publish  their 
arguments  against  it,  much  useful  service  would  be 
rendered  to  the  community  and  fewer  exemption 
certificates  would  be  requested. 

The  value  of  special  vaccine  treatment  in  other 
diseases  besides  Small-pox  is  daily  becoming  more  and 
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more  established,  and  a  vaccine  method  for  preventing 
“  carriers  ”  from  conveying  Typhoid  Fever  has  lately  been 
extensively  put  into  practice  by  Dr.  F.  M.  Meader,  of 
Syracuse,  New  York,  so  that  on  scientific  grounds  the 
anti- vaccination  campaign  so  actively  carried  on  by  certain 
well-meaning  enthusiasts  has  little  to  recommend  it. 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  CONFERENCE. 

In  accordance  with  an  order  from  the  Joint  Committee 
for  the  United  Districts  of  West  Gloucestershire,  I 
attended  a  Conference  of  Local  Authorities  in  the  Western 
Counties  which  was  held  at  Bath,  on  the  9th  and  10th 
December,  1913,  to  consider  questions  relative  to  the 
Practical  Administration  of  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  1909.  As  the  area  for  which  I  am  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  is  almost  entirely  a  Rural  one,  I  will 
confine  my  observations  to  those  points  which  were 
touched  on  at  the  Conference  which  chiefly  affect  a  rural 
district.  I  will  endeavour  to  give  as  briefly  as  possible 
what  in  my  opinion  were  the  most  important  topics 
discussed.  At  the  opening  of  the  Conference,  Mr.  W 
Thompson,  Chairman  of  the  National  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Council,  in  his  introductory  remarks  said,  in 
speaking  of  the  Housing  problem,  that  it  is  one  of  the 
most  important  factors  in  the  fight  against  Tuberculosis, 
and  that  in  his  opinion  we  ought  to  have  stopped  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  Tuberculosis  before  we  attempted  to  deal  with 
the  products.  For  years,  by  insanitary  and  insufficient 
housing  accommodation,  we  have  been  manufacturing 
Tuberculosis.  To  allow  people  to  go  on  living  in  slums 
and  overcrowded  houses  is,  to  say  the  least,  false  economy 
from  a  financial  point  of  view.  It  behoves  us,  therefore, 
to  stop  manufacturing  a  product  which  costs  the  nation  so 
much  money  and  so  many  lives.  If  our  ancestors  had 
seen  the  folly  of  overcrowding  and  insanitary  dwellings, 
we  should  only  have  been  spending  a  shilling  where  we 
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are  now  spending  a  pound.  Speaking  of  the  difficulties  in 
building  houses,  he  said  private  individuals  cannot  and 
will  not  build  houses  'which  cannot  be  let  for  an  economic 
rent.  The  rates  are,  as  a  rule,  a  heavier  burden  than  the 
land,  added  to  which  is  the  increased  cost  of  building 
materials.  Houses  built  in  1912  at  a  cost  of  ^300  had  in 
1913  risen  to  ^350,  through  the  “rings”  among  manu¬ 
facturers  of  building  materials. 

Speaking  of  the  contention  of  certain  people,  that  the 
housing  question  can  be  solved  by  a  minimum  wage,  Mr. 
Thompson  proceeded  to  controvert  that  idea,  by  citing  the 
instances  of  Northumberland  and  Durham,  where  the 
worst  housing  and  the  worst  overcrowding  in  the  country 
prevailed,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  there  was  a  minimum 
wage  for  the  miners.  He  claimed  that  “  The  only  way  to 
solve  the  problem  was  to  build  houses.  Organisation  and 
finance  were  the  most  important  questions.  Where  people 
could  not  pay  an  economic  rent  the  difference  between 
that  and  what  the  people  could  pay  must  be  made  up  by 
public  funds.”  Continuing  the  Chairman  said  he  thought 
it  only  fair  to  say  that  the  cost  of  land  was  not  the  chief 
obstacle  to  building  schemes.  In  many  places  land  cost  less 
per  superficial  foot  than  linoleum,  and  in  some  rural 
districts  even  less  than  calico,  quite  apart  from  those  places 
where  landowners  had  offered  to  give  land  free  for  building 
schemes.  The  average  cost  of  land  was  from  ^10  to  ^25 
per  plot  for  each  house. 

Mr.  Henry  R.  Aldridge,  Secretary  National  Housing 
and  Town  Planning  Council,  next  made  a  detailed  state¬ 
ment  as  to  the  housing  powers  and  duties  of  City  and 
Borough  Councils  and  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils 
under  the  1909  Act,  in  which,  by  drawing  attention  to  the 
word  ‘‘shall  ”  in  the  1909  Act,  he  made  it  quite  clear  that 
Councils  must  close  any  house  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
particularly  so  if  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  had  certi¬ 
fied  that  it  was  unfit.  This  entailed  a  very  great  hardship 


16 


on  small  proprietors,  frequently  widows  or  persons  of 
slender  means,  when,  if  you  closed  the  houses,  you  took 
away  their  sole  means  of  subsistence, 

Mr.  Thompson  pointed  out  that  a  man  who  sold  bad 
meat,  even  if  he  paid  the  full  price  for  it  and  lost  all  his 
living  through  having  it  destroyed,  was  not  compensated, 
because  he  ought  to  have  known  the  evil  consequences  to 
those  to  whom  he  sold  the  meat.  There  was  no  difference 
between  this  man  and  tire  one  who  made  a  living  out  of 
insanitary  dwellings ;  but  recognising  that  there  were 
persons,  perhaps  innocent,  possessing  houses  destructive  to 
health  and  life,  if  there  was  any  money  after  dealing  out 
assistance  to  the  people  turned  out,  then  they  might  give 
some  compensation,  in  the  same  way  as  compensation  was 
given  for  diseased  cattle  which  were  destroyed,  although 
there  Avas  no  moral  claim.  He,  personally,  would  not 
go  farther  than  lending  money  at  a  very  small  interest,  and 
spread  over  a  period  of  years,  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
houses  into  repair.  With  a  little  ingenuity,  even  now, 
there  were  Avays  of  doing  it. 

1.  As  regards  standards  of  construction,  houses  must 
be  so  built  that  they  could  be  let  at  an  economic  rent. 
This  for  Rural  cottages  is  the  great  difficulty,  for  it  was 
decided  that  what  was  most  required  is  a  house  with  three 
bedrooms,  liATing  room,  scullery  and  bath,  woodhouse,  earth 
closet  and  a  garden,  of  at  least  one-eighth  of  an  acre,  and 
this  cannot  be  provided  at  an  economic  rent.  In  order  to 
cover  cost  of  building,  which  Avas  found  to  be  from  ^150 
to  ^200,  such  cottages  could  not  be  let  at  less  that  2s.  6d. 
per  Aveek  for  every  ,£100  expended,  and  this  sum  must 
cover  10  per  cent,  of  the  annual  rental  for  repairs  and 
maintenance,  5  per  cent,  for  collection  of  rent,  as  Avell  as 
rates,  interest  on  money  borrowed  and  the  repayment  of  the 
principal  in  a  period  of  60  years.  Continuing  his  remarks 
the  chairman  said  that  in  Rural  Districts,  labourers  certainly 
could  not  afford  to  pay  more  than  one-seventh  of  their 
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weekly  wages  in  rent.  On  the  other  hand,  after  20  years’ 
practical  experience,  he  was  convinced  a  house  could  not 
be  let  at  an  economic  rent  for  less  than  2s.  6d.  per  week 
on  every  ^100  of  its  cost.  The  only  way  therefore  to 
grapple  with  the  question  is  to  build  cottages,  and  even 
though  the  County  Councils  or  the  District  Councils  lose 
a  little  on  their  outlay,  they  will  reap  the  benefit  in  the 
advantages  derived  from  less  expenditure  on  sickness,  &c. 
As  stated  already,  in  the  case  of  Northumberland  and 
Durham,  it  was  found  that  raising  the  wages  of  the 
workers  did  not  necessarily  lead  to  better  housing  con¬ 
ditions.  In  so  many  instances,  the  people  themselves  were 
quite  content  to  live  on  in  the  same  conditions  of  over¬ 
crowding  as  before,  and  to  spend  their  increased  earnings  in 
other  ways  than  in  house  rent.  As  regards  the  demoralising 
effect  of  subsidies  there  was  much  discussion,  and  great 
difference  of  opinion,  as  well  as  in  regard  to  the  ill  effect 
on  private  enterprise,  of  letting  houses  at  less  than  an 
economic  rent. 

Lord  Avebury  has  said  :  “  We  must  be  careful  not  to 
undermine  independence  in  our  anxiety  to  relieve  distress. 

.  It  is  important,  therefore,  as  far  as  possible,  not 

to  give  direct  aid,  but  to  help  others  to  help  themselves. 
The  world  is  so  complex  that  we  must  all  inevitably  owe 
much  to  our  neighbours  ;  but,  as  far  as  possible,  every 
man  should  stand  on  his  own  feet.” 

Whilst  anyone  who  has  made  a  study  of  social  ques¬ 
tions  will  agree  with  the  remarks  of  Lord  Avebury  quoted 
above,  we  cannot  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  poorest  in 
the  community  are,  often,  not  in  a  position  to  improve 
their  surroundings,  because  in  so  many  instances  they 
have  to  contend  with — 

( a )  Uncertainty  of  employment. 

(b)  Insufficiency  of  food. 

( c )  Unhealthy  surroundings. 

B 
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Even  when  the  employment  is  regular  there  is,  in 
the  case  of  the  unskilled  labourer,  little  or  no  margin  left 
after  paying  for  bare  necessities  to  deal  with  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  home,  and  the  three  conditions  given  above, 
moving  in  a  vicious  circle,  help  by  their  effect  on  the  health 
and  character  of  the  individual  to  swTell  the  army  of 
unemployables. 

(a)  Types  of  Houses  most  suitable.  The  Chairman 
in  discussing  the  different  types  of  cottages  urged 
that  a  cheap  house  need  not  necessarily  be  an  ugly 
one.  He  recommended  the  employment  as  much  as  pos¬ 
sible  of  local  materials  in  harmony  with  the  district,  and 
gave  as  the  cost  of  building  at  Id.  or  5d.  per  cubic  foot, 
£110  for  the  smallest  two  bed-roomed  houses,  and  £^165  for 
the  larger  three  bed-roomed  houses.  Numerous  plans  and 
specifications  for  houses  on  Local  Government  Board  and 
other  plans  were  submitted  and  discussed. 

( b )  Number  and  arrangement  of  buildings  on  site . 
It  is  advisable  to  build  cottages  semi-detached,  and  groups 
of  cottages  are  always  preferable  to  isolated  houses.  Not 
more  than  eight  cottages  should  be  allowed  to  the  acre  in 
rural  districts,  so  that,  including  site  and  garden,  each 
should  have  one-eighth  of  an  acre. 

( c )  Accommodation  to  be  provided.  Market  Bosworth 
Rural  District  Council  is  providing  very  suitable  cottages, 
built  in  pairs,  in  blocks  of  four  each,  with  a  frontage 
for  the  four  of  not  less  than  72  feet.  The  first  floor 
contains  three  bedrooms,  8  ft.  by  6  ft.  Gin.  (52  sq.  ft.), 
lift.  8  in.  by  8ft.  9  in.  (98  sq.  ft  ),  12ft.  6  in.  by  10ft.  4J  in. 
(131  sq.  ft.)  ;  ground  floor — scullery  8ft.  9in.  by  8ft.  3in. 
(72  sq.  ft.),  sink  and  copper,  porch,  larder,  fuel  house  6ft. 
6in.  by  3ft.  7Jin.  and  e  c.  outside  ;  living  room  (containing 
cupboard)  13ft.  7 Jin.  by  12ft.  Gin.  (169  sq.  ft.),  and  a 
frontage  of  16ft.  3in.  The  accepted  tender  for  12  such 
houses  is  ^156  per  house. 
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I  have  quoted  this  particular  instance  as  it  appears  to 
me  to  describe  a  very  suitable  house  for  rural  districts. 

Numerous  types  of  houses,  with  plans  and  specifica¬ 
tions,  were  submitted. 

( d )  Materials.  Brick  was  considered  the  most  suit¬ 
able  building  material,  and  decent  ordinary  bricks  capable 
of  lasting  sixty  years,  instead  of  “  best”  bricks,  are  quite 
sufficient.  Slate  is  the  best  material  for  roofing,  unless 
tiles  can  be  obtained  more  cheaply.  Concrete  or  composi¬ 
tion  blocks  are  not  recommended. 

2.  The  consideration  of  model  plans  of  rural  cot¬ 
tages  and  the  cost  of  building  them,  was  carefully  discussed. 
Plans  and  specifications  of  various  architects  and  the  Local 
Government  Board  Memorandum  on  types  of  houses  were 
given  to  all  the  delegates.  The  National  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Council  submitted  plans  of  four-roomed, 
five-roomed  and  six-roomed  cottages,  built  in  pairs  or  in 
blocks  of  four,  costing  from  5d.  to  6Jd.  per  cubic  foot,  or 
in  other  words  ^175  to  ^258  per  house. 

It  was  said  that  the  height  of  rooms  could  be  reduced 
to  8ft.,  or  even  7ft.  6in.,  which  effected  considerable 
economy. 

The  question  of  frontage  was  considered,  and  it  was 
shown  that  hitherto,  the  cost  of  wider  frontage  has,  under 
ordinary  B}re-laws,  been  a  great  obstacle,  but  under  Town 
Planning  Schemes,  with  narrower  and  less  costly  roads,  the 
cost  of  giving  a  wider  frontage  has  been  considerably 
reduced. 

The  expense  of  chimneys,  doors,  windows,  stairs, 
fittings  for  cooking,  washing,  baths  and  w.c’s  if  provided, 
are  all  the  same  whether  the  rooms  are  large  or  small.  It 
therefore  follows  that  a  room  which  gives  far  better 
accommodation  can  be  provided  at  very  little  extra  cost. 

The  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Council  issued  a 
memorandum,  in  which  they  showed  that  working  on  the 
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plans  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  it  was  a  great 
advantage  to  have  larger  rooms  and  wider  frontage.  Thus 
with  three  types  of  cottages,  with  respectively  A  10,296, 
B  11,144  and  C  12,870  cubic  feet,  the  cost  per  cube  foot  was 
4*55d.,  4*35d.  and  4-05d.,  and  in  the  two  latter  types,  B  and 
C,  we  have  1ft.  7 Jin.  and  3ft.  5in.  more  frontage  than  in 
the  case  of  A,  and  the  total  cost  of  A,  B  and  C  works  out 
at  £220,  ^247  and  ^261  respectively.  Unfortunately  the 
most  moderate  of  these  sums  is  far  in  excess  of  what  an 
economic  rental  would  come  to,  and  so,  unless  these  houses 
are  built  by  some  philanthropist  or  by  some  public  body 
out  of  public  funds,  they  cannot  be  let  to  the  people  who 
stand  most  in  need  of  them.  The  well-paid  artisan  can 
afford  to  pay  an  economic  rent  and  will  always  be  able  to 
be  properly  housed,  but  it  is  not  so  with  the  poorest  and 
those  whose  weekly  wage  will  not  allow  of  more  than  2s. 
or  2s.  6d.  a  week  for  rent. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Conference  the  following 
resolution  was  passed  “  That  this  Conference  desires  to 
express  its  opinion  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to 
induce  and  help  local  authorities  to  undertake  the  supply 
of  houses  for  the  poorest,  and  for  those  dispossessed  by  the 
closing  of  unhealthy  houses.  Further,  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  this  Conference,  the  provision  of  the  Housing  Acts 
should  be  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  the  local  authori¬ 
ties,  and  that  money  should  be  lent  to  local  authorities  for 
approved  housing  schemes  at  a  rate  of  interest  and  for  a 
period  which  will  enable  houses  to  be  provided  at  rents 
which  such  persons  can  afford  to  pay.  Further,  this 
Conference  is  of  opinion  that,  given  this  financial  aid,  local 
authorities  should  accept  the  placing  upon  them  of  such 
constructive  housing  action  as  a  statutory  duty,  and  be 
willing  to  bear,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  sinking  fund 
charges  of  housing  loans.” 
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RAINFALL. 


I  am  indebted  to  F.  V.  Leese,  Esq.,  Deputy  Surveyor 
of  the  Royal  Forest  of  Dean,  for  the  record  of  the  rainfall 
at  Whitemead  Park  during  1913. 
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January 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

As  this  is  the  first  year  under  the  new  arrangement 
of  the  old  South-West  Gloucestershire  District  it  will  be 
interesting  to  note  the  various  combinations  into  which 
it  has  been  divided  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  duties 
for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  which  has  been  added 
the  work  of  School  Medical  Inspector  (hereinafter 
abbreviated  S.M.I.),  and  I  have  shown  in  a  tabular  form 
the  proportion  of  salary  allocated  to  each  district  for 
the  work  of  school  inspection.  The  basis  upon 
which  the  salary  of  the  S.M.I.  has  been  fixed  is  that 
he  is  allowed  £14  per  1,000  children,  plus  £3  10s.  per 
1,000  children  for  travelling,  conveyance  of  weighing 
and  measuring  apparatus,  postages,  telephone  and  other 
incidental  expenses,  such  as  examination  of  Teachers 
and  Pupil  Teachers  as  requisite.  The  sum  of  £3  10s.  per 
month  for  out-of-pocket  expenses  has  been  arrived  at  by 
averaging  the  cost  of  travelling  expenses  throughout  the 
various  areas  in  the  county,  but  an  average  of  the  travelling 
expenses  incurred  in  each  particular  area  would  have  led 
to  a  more  equitable  sum  being  arrived  at,  as  it  is  obvious 
that  travelling  expenses  and  the  cost  of  transporting  the 
weighing  machine  and  measuring  standard  must  be 
heavier  in  a  scattered  rural  area  than  in  one  which  is  more 
compact  and  has  better  facilities  for  getting  about. 

In  view  of  the  inaccessibility  of  many  of  the  schools 
in  outlying  rural  districts,  by  reason  of  their  remoteness 
from  a  railway  or  through  the  infrequency  of  the  train 
service,  it  is  essential  that  the  S.M.I.  should  have  his  own 
means  of  transit  in  order  to  avoid  loss  of  time  ;  a  motor 
car,  is  therefore,  an  essential,  more  especially  if  the 
elaborate  weighing  machine  and  standard  for  measuring 
now  in  use  has  to  be  conveyed  from  school  to  school. 
The  County  S.M.O.,  Dr.  Middleton  Martin,  has  recently 
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COMBINATION 

Districts  in  Combination 

>  j 
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Combining  appointments  of 
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and  School  Medical  Inspectoi 

Additional  area  for 
School  Medical 
Inspection  only 

West  Gloucester- 

Awre  Urban 
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•  •  • 
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69736 

shire  United 

Districts 

Thornbury  Rural 
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devised  a  lighter  and  more  convenient  apparatus,  and  in 
the  future  there  will  be  a  standard  for  measuring  the 
children  kept  at  each  school,  but  even  this  lighter  and  less 
bulky  weighing-machine  will  necessitate  the  hire  of  some 
vehicle  to  carry  it  from  place  to  place  unless  the  S.M.I. 
has  his  own  motor  car. 

The  expense  involved  in  the  upkeep  of  a  car  makes 
a  very  great  inroad  in  the  salary  of  the  S.M.I. ,  and  it 
appears  to  me  that  this  expense  has  not  been  sufficiently 
considered  when  determining  the  scale  of  remuneration. 
A  S.M.I.  in  rural  districts,  no  matter  which  part  of  his 
district  he  resides  in,  must  have  a  great  deal  of  ground  to 
cover  in  following  up  his  duties. 

It  has  been  claimed,  as  I  have  already  said,  that  in 
combining  the  appointments  of  M.O.H.  and  S.M.I.  there 
would  be  economy  in  the  expenses  incurred  in  carrying  out 
the  duties  of  the  two  offices  on  the  assumption  that  one 
journey  would  serve  a  double  purpose,  but  my  experience 
has  not  shown  this  to  be  correct,  and  it  will  be  interesting 
to  observe  if  that  is  the  experience  of  others  holding  joint 
appointments. 

In  large  Urban  Districts  it  is  obvious  that  the 
combination  of  the  two  offices  must  effect  a  considerable 
economy,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  will  not  be  so  in 
Rural  Districts,  as  in  view  of  the  widely  scattered  positions 
of  the  schools,  the  advantages  of  combining  the  dual  office 
are  largely  negatived  by  the  expenses  incurred,  and  the 
time  occupied  in  getting  from  school  to  school,  even  with 
a  motor-car,  and  as  time  goes  on  I  believe  it  will  be  found 
that  either  the  number  of  school  inspections  must  be 
reduced  or  the  character  of  the  work  must  suffer. 

In  my  opinion  the  problem  could  be  to  a  large  extent 
solved,  and  a  great  economy  effected,  if  much  of  the  work 
done  at  present  by  the  S.M.I.  were  done  by  specially  trained 


school  nurses,  who  would  refer  all  special  or  doubtful 
cases  to  the  S.M.I. 

I  cannot  claim  that  this  opinion  is  original,  as  it  was 
advocated  at  the  International  Congress  on  Hygiene  and 
Demography,  held  at  Washington  in  September,  1912. 
Under  the  system  here  advocated,  by  relieving  the  S.M.I. 
of  routine  work  and  work  which  to  a  certain  degree  is  of  a 
more  or  less  mechanical  nature,  he  would  thereby  be 
better  enabled  to  employ  to  greater  advantage  the  know¬ 
ledge  which  he  has  acquired  after  a  laborious  and  expensive 
education,  for  the  wider  purpose  of  giving  instruction  in 
Personal  Hygiene. 

It  must  not  be  thought  that  I  am  in  any  way  dis¬ 
paraging  the  work  of  Medical  Inspection  as  carried  out  at 
present.  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  Medical  Inspection 
has  already  done  an  immense  amount  of  good,  and  as  time 
goes  on  its  effect  on  the  health  of  the  nation  must  be  felt. 
The  keynote  of  my  experience  has  been  that  the  parents  in 
so  many  cases  are  so  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of 
hygiene  and  the  feeding  of  children,  that  much  of  the  harm 
done  could  be  avoided  by  the  teaching  of  Elementary 
Hygiene,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  our  system  modified  as 
suggested,  would  be  capable  of  effecting  a  still  greater 
improvement  in  the  health  of  the  nation,  by  impressing 
on  each  individual  the  duty  of  the  observance  of  hygienic 
laws, which  he  owes  to  himself  and  the  community  at  large. 

Defective  Children. — The  need  for  some  special 
school  for  defective  children  is  much  felt.  There  are  many 
children,  apparently  incapable  of  acquiring  book-learning, 
who  are,  nevertheless,  quite  capable  of  being  taught  to  be 
useful,  and  children  such  as  these  might,  at  a  small  initial 
outlay,  be  taught  to  be  self-supporting,  whereas,  if 
neglected,  they  will  become  a  life-long  burden  on  the  rates, 
and  help  to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed  and  the 
unemployable. 
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Meals  for  Children  living  at  a  Distance  from 
School. — At  Cinderford,  Double  View  School,  children  are 
able  to  obtain  cocoa  and  other  refreshments  at  a  very 
small  cost,  without  entailing  any  extra  expense  to  the 
ratepayers.  The  provision  of  free  meals,  however  desir¬ 
able,  lends  itself  to  abuse  by  encouraging  the  thriftless  to 
depend  more  and  more  on  the  State  for  the  support  of 
their  children,  which  they  themselves  should  be  quite 
capable  of  providing. 

There  are,  no  doubt,  exceptional  cases  where,  owing 
to  unemployment  from  various  causes,  the  parents  could 
with  advantage  be  given  temporary  assistance,  and  such 
help,  given  with  discrimination,  might  avoid  the  lasting 
ill-effects  which  often  result  from  even  a  short  period  of 
insufficient  feeding. 

In  dealing  with  the  free  feeding  of  school  children, 
great  care  should  be  exercised  not  to  penalise  those  parents 
who  are  making  every  effort  by  industry  and  self-sacrifice, 
to  make  proper  provision  for  their  children,  by  forcing 
them  to  contribute,  through  the  rates,  to  the  support  of 
the  children  of  the  neer-do-weels. 

The  personal  cleanliness  and  care  of  the  children  has 
much  improved  since  systematic  following-up  of  cases 
notified  at  the  medical  inspections  has  been  made  by  the 
School  Nurses. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  cleanliness  of  many  of  the  schools  leaves  much  to 
be  desired,  but  it  is  difficult  in  winter  time,  with  children 
fresh  from  wet  fields  and  muddy  roads,  to  keep  the  floors 
as  clean  as  one  would  like ;  much,  however,  might  be  done 
at  no  very  great  outlay,  if  playgrounds  could  be  treated  by 
laying  down  tar-macadam,  or,  as  an  alternative,  tar- 
sprayed.  At  some  of  the  schools  there  are  large  privy  vaults, 
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which  are  only  emptied  at  long  intervals  ;  in  the  case  of  one 
school  (Walmore  Hill)  it  is  often  a  matter  of  years.  At 
another  school  where  there  was  an  offensive  privy  vanlt, 
there  was  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  amongst  the  school 
children,  and  one  of  the  windows  in  one  of  the  classrooms 
had  to  be  kept  closed  during  the  hot  weather,  because  of 
the  offensive  odour  arising  from  the  sanitary  offices.  It 
is  a  remarkable  coincidence  that  at  Walmore  Hill,  in  spite 
of  its  defects  in  sanitation,  there  has  been  much  less 
sickness  than  in  many  schools  where  the  sanitation  is 
perfect. 

Whilst  one  cannot  shut  one’s  eyes  to  the  question  of 
expense,  in  burdening  small  non-provided  schools  with 
costly  sanitary  systems,  there  are  some  measures  which 
need  not  strain  the  resources  of  even  those  most  modestly 
endowed.  I  refer  to  the  keeping  of  the  floors  clean  by 
sweeping  with  damp  sawdust,  or  by  first  spraying  the 
floors  before  sweeping  with  a  solution  of  one  of  the  many 
tar  disinfectants  of  which  there  are  several  on  the  market. 

I  have  known  an  instance  of  an  epidemic  of  Influenza 
on  board  a  Mediterranean  cruiser,  where  the  washing  daily 
of  the  decks  with  a  weak  solution  of  one  of  these  tarry 
disinfectants  was  immediately  followed  by  a  diminution 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  illness,  and  I  am  sure  that  a 
similar  treatment  of  school  floors  could  not  fail  to  be 
beneficial. 

Although,  at  present,  I  have  not  been  engaged 
sufficiently  long  in  the  work  of  Medical  Inspection  of  school 
children  to  speak  authoritatively  on  the  condition  of  the 
children,  as  a  whole,  in  the  West  Gloucestershire  District, 
in  the  course  of  my  inspections  I  have  been  impressed  by 
the  fact  that  the  children  in  purely  agricultural  districts 
are,  on  the  whole,  better  cared  for  than  those  of  colliery 
or  purely  Urban  places  where  the  wages  earned  are  higher. 


Although  there  are  a  great  many  children  suffering 
from  decaying  or  defective  teeth,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  teeth  are  better  than  in  some  other  parts  of 
England  where  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
children’s  teeth. 

Mental  Deficiency. — There  are  in  almost  every 
school  one  or  more  children  who  would  be  better  if  they 
were  educated  in  a  special  school.  I  have  elsewhere  said 
how,  in  my  opinion,  there  are  many  children  capable  of 
being  made  useful,  who  are  yet  incapable  of  passing  the 
ordinary  educational  tests.  Taken  as  a  whole  the  Glouces¬ 
tershire  children  are  very  intelligent. 

Tuberculosis. — A  certain  small  percentage  of 
children  have  been  found  to  be  Tuberculous,  and  others 
who  are  below  the  average  for  height  and  weight,  have 
been  marked  as  “  Specials,”  so  that  they  may  be  kept 
under  observation.  In  one  or  two  quite  localised  districts 
I  have  come  across  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  Goitre ;  in 
all  these  places  I  have  recommended  the  boiling  of  all 
water  used  for  drinking  purposes. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  question  of  a  system  of  Water  Supply  for 
Churchdown,  which  has  occupied  attention  for  some  years 
past,  is  now  nearly  completed,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
it  will  be  available  for  use  in  April,  1914.  In  my  report 
on  Gloucester  Rural  District  I  have  dealt  mith  the  need 
for  some  combined  Water  and  Sewerage  Scheme  for 
TufHey.  In  East  Dean,  the  Ruardean  Hill  Water  Supply 
has  made  good  progress  during  the  year  and  should  be 
a  great  benefit  to  the  area  which  it  serves.  It  is  hoped 
that  something  will  be  done  to  improve  the  Water  Supply 
of  Yiney  Hill  now  that  a  Conference  has  been  held  between 
the  Councils  mostly  concerned,  viz.  : — East  and  West 
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Dean.  In  Woolaston,  in  the  Lydney  District,  no  houses 
have  up  to  the  present  been  connected  up  with  the  new 
scheme  of  Water  Supply,  but  it  is  understood  that  in  the 
near  future,  there  will  be  an  efficient  Water  Supply  within 
reach  of  all  householders.  In  the  Report  for  Newnham 
Urban  District  I  have  dealt  somewhat  briefly  with  the 
question  of  the  Water  Supply  which  is  a  proprietary  one, 
and  has  not  given  the  same  satisfaction  during  the  past 
year  as  in  previous  years. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  need  for  sewerage  and  drainage  schemes  for 
Longlevens  and  TufHey  is  dealt  with  in  my  report  on 
Gloucester  Rural  District. 

The  difficulties  to  contend  with  are  in  part  financial 
and  in  part  physical,  as  in  places  the  land  is  very  low 
lying,  and  consequently  difficult  to  drain.  In  the  same 
report  I  have  dealt  at  some  length  with  the  new  sewerage 
installation  at  Churchdown.  In  East  Dean,  there  have 
been  strong  complaints  regarding  the  drainage  of  Dry- 
brook  ;  this  matter  has  been  reported  on  fully  and 
the  East  Dean  Council  have  the  question  under  con¬ 
sideration,  but  like  so  many  other  bodies  in  Rural 
Districts,  they  are  seriously  hampered  by  the  dispropor¬ 
tion  between  the  outlay  required  and  the  funds  available 
to  meet  the  required  expenditure. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

0.  W.  ANDREWS, 

M.B.,  B.S.,  Dunelm  :  D.P.H.,  Camb., 
Deputy  Surgeon-General,  R.N. 
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EAST  DEAN  &  UNITED  PARISHES 
RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Composition  of  District :  Parishes  of  Littledean,  Flaxley, 
Abinghall,  Mitcheldean,  Blaisdon,  Minsterworth, 
Churcham,  Bulley,  Huntley,  Longhope  and  Ruardean  ; 
and  the  Township  of  East  Dean. 

Chairman  of  Council :  G.  H.  Rowlinson,  Esq.,  Cinderford. 

Clerk  to  Council :  Mr.  M.  F.  Carter,  Solicitor,  Newnham. 

Surveyor  :  Mr.  W.  Whitehouse,  Cinderford. 

Sanitary  Inspector  :  Mr.  L.  G.  Lyne,  Cinderford. 

Assessable  value  of  District,  £57,385. 

Adoptive  Acts  in  force  in  District 


Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890 

Adopted. 
_ * 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 

•  •  • 

— 

,,  ,,  ,,  1907  (certain  sections) 

1908 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
shops  Acts,  1885-6 

Milk- 

•  •  • 

1909 

Bye-Laws  : — 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  ... 

•  •  • 

1876 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

•  •  • 

1876 

Slaughter  Houses  ... 

•  •  • 

1876 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 

(R) 

1901 

Urban  Powers  : 

Sections  of  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  20,  22,  24, 
part  of  26  not  previously  in  force,  27,  29,  30,  31, 

34,  35,  36,  37,  38,  41  and  43  .  1891 


*  I  am  unable  to  give  the  dates  of  the  adoption  of  these  Acts. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  Acres ... 

1901 

28626  ... 

1911 

28626 

Total  Tenements 

4355  ... 

4473 

Average  No.  of  persons  per 

separate  occupier 

4-59  ... 

4-46 

Total  Population 

20011  ... 

19952 

Males 

10166 

Females 

9845 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATH  RATES. 
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0 

38 

47 

93 
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13-0 

1913 
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24-8 
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0 

29 

49 

98 
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125 

Area  of  district  in  acres  ... 

Total  population  at  all  ages  (1911) 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (1911)  ... 
Average  No.  of  persons  per  house  (1911) 
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19,952 
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SUB-ENTRIES,  included  in  above 
figures  — 

Anterior  Poliomyeletis 
Pneumonia  . 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Cases  and  Ages. 


Diseases. 
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Erysipelas  . .  7 

2  0 

1 

i 
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2 

0 

4 
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0 
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0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 
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Scarlet  Fever  156 

1  28  116 

6 

5 
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0 

53 

8  17 

12 

0  36 

2 
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2 

19 

0 

0 

1 

107 

Enteric  Fever  1 

0  0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  1 
Pulmonary 

0  0 

0 

0 
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0 
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0 

0 

0 
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0 
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Tuberculosis  27 
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Total  ...206 

3  28  133  18 

18 

6 

0 

75  10  21 

12 

4 

39 

3  12 

4 

19 
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3 

109 

Isolation  Hospital — Greenbottom  Isolation  Hospital. 
Sanatorium — Cranham  Lodge,  Stroud. 


IFFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  SCHOOLS. 


Notifications  Cases 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  104 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  165 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  147 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ringworm  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  68 

Impetigo  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Verminous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


SCHOOLS  CLOSED. 


Name  of  School 


Disease 


Bilson  Council  Infants 
Joys  Green  Mixed  ... 
Joys  Green  Infants  ... 
Ruardean  Hill  Mixed 
Minsterworth 
Mitcheldean  ... 

*  Ruardean  C.E.  Mixed 
*Ruardean  C.E.  Infants 


Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Measles 
Measles 
Measles 


School  days 
period  of  closure 

18  days 
12  days 
12  days 
18  days 
22  days 
14  days 
20  days 
32  days 


*  Schools  closed  for  infectious  disease  up  to  Easter  holidays.  No.  of  days 
include  Easter  holidays. 


Removed  to  Hospital 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 


The  following  table  shows  the  Infantile  Mortality  for 


1913  : — 

Causes  of  Death 

All  causes— 

Certified  48 
Uncertified  1 
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Measles  . 0  ... 

0  . 

...  0  ... 

0  . 

..  0  ... 

0  .. 

.  0  ... 

1... 

1... 

2 

Convulsions  ...  0  ... 

0 

...  1  ... 

0  . 

..  1  ... 

1  . 

..  0  ... 

0... 

1... 

3 

Bronchitis...  ...  0  ... 

0  , 

...  0  ... 

0  . 

..  0  ... 

3  .. 

.  0  ... 

2... 

1... 

6 

Pneumonia 

(all  forms)  ...  0  ... 

0 

...  0  ... 

0  . 

...  0  ... 

1  . 

..  1  ... 

1... 

0... 

3 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  0  ... 

o 

w 

...  0  ... 

0  . 

2 

3  . 

..  1  ... 

0... 

1... 

7 

Enteritis  ...  ...  0  ... 

0  . 

...  0  ... 

1  . 

..  1  ... 

0  .. 

.  0  ... 

0... 

0... 

1 

Atelectasis  ...  2  ... 

0  . 

...  0  ... 

0  . 

2 

0  .. 

.  0  ... 

0... 

0... 

2 

Premature  Birth...  7  ... 

1 

...  0  ... 

0  . 

..  8  ... 

0  . 

..  0  . 

0... 

0... 

8 

Atrophy,  Debility 
and  Marasmus  3  ... 

0 

...  2  ... 

0  . 

..  5  ... 

9  . 

..  0  ... 

0... 

2.. 

16 

Other  causes  ...  1  ... 

0 

...  0  ... 

0  . 

.  1  ... 

0  .. 

.  0  ... 

0... 

0.. 

1 

Total . 13  ... 

3 

...  3  ... 

1 

...20  ... 

17  . 

..  2  ... 

4... 

6... 

49 

Births  in  the  year — Legitimate  475  ;  Illegitimate  21. 
Deaths  in  the  year — Legitimate  46  ;  Illegitimate  3. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  there  was  an  unusually  large 
number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  about  half  of  them 
occurring  in  Cinderford  and  Lydbrook,  and  the  remainder 
being  scattered  fairly  evenly  over  the  other  parts  of  the 
district.  Many  of  the  cases  were  of  a  very  mild  type,  and  in 
numerous  instances  were  only  isolated  when  desquamation 
had  begun.  This  was  particularly  so  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Lydbrook,  part  of  which  is  in  East  and  part  in  West 
Dean.  There  was  one  fatal  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  (a 
child  of  four),  which  took  place  in  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
Greenbottom. 

The  modern  view  is  that,  as  regards  infectiousness, 
Scarlet  Fever  is  infectious  from  the  onset,  and  that  the 
presence  of  discharges  from  the  nose  or  ears  is  of  far 
greater  consequence  than  that  of  desquamation.  It  will 
c 
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therefore  be  seen  that  in  many  instances  where  the 
children  were  not  isolated  until  peeling  had  begun,  it  was  a 
case  of  closing  the  stable  after  the  steed  had  been  stolen. 

In  June  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  at 
Minsterworth,  and  steps  were  taken  to  effect  improvements 
in  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  School. 

Diphtheria.— There  were  nine  cases,  none  of  which 
were  fatal.  Two  of  the  cases  which  I  visited  seemed  to  be 
very  doubtful,  and  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  by 
Bacteriological  examination,  but  they  received  antitoxin 
treatment. 

There  was  one  case  of  Enteric  Fever  and  one  also  of 
Puerperal  Fever  ;  in  neither  case  were  there  any  circum¬ 
stances  calling  for  the  intervention  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority. 

Tuberculosis. — There  were  six  less  cases  of  Pul- 
monary  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  than  in  1912. 
There  were,  however,  five  other  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
notified.  Of  the  27  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
10  received  sanatorium  treatment  at  Cranham.  The 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  Tuberculosis  treatment  do 
not  appear  to  be  as  much  appreciated  as  they  deserve.  I 
met  with  several  cases  where  the  patients  refused  to  go  to 
a  Sanatorium,  and,  in  several  instances,  great  reluctance  was 
shown  to  even  attend  at  the  Institute  at  Cinderford,  for  the 
purpose  of  consulting  the  County  Tuberculosis  Medical 
Officer. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  Whiteliouse,  Surveyor,  for 
the  following  facts  in  connection  with  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  of  East  Dean  : — - 

New  Buildings. — During  1913  five  new  houses  were 
completed  and  enlargements  made  to  four  existing  houses, 
the  plans  for  which  were  approved  in  1912. 

Plans  were  approved  by  the  Council  for  24  houses  ;  16 
were  completed  during  the  year ;  six  were  in  course 
of  erection  and  two  not  yet  begun. 
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No.  of  houses  altered  and  enlarged  from  plans 

approved  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

No.  of  houses  where  enlargement  was  completed 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Ditto  in  course  of  construction  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ditto  not  begun...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  the  supply  of  water  has  been  main¬ 
tained  in  Cinderford  and  district,  and  also  at  Horsepool 
Bottom  and  Blakeney  Hill. 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  the  Cinderford  Water¬ 
works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2021 

Ditto  factories,  schools,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

An  extension  of  the  watermain  from  the  Cinderford 
Waterworks  has  been  made  in  the  Ruspidge  district,  for  a 
distance  of  118  yards,  to  supply  a  cottage  belonging  to  the 
Crown.  No  other  extensions  in  connection  with  the 
Cinderford  Works  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

Nineteen  new  connections  with  Cinderford  Water¬ 
works  have  been  made  during  the  year  to  dwelling  houses, 
and  four  new  meter  supplies  connected  to  the  Cinderford 
watermain. 

An  important  extension  of  the  watermain  was  made 
in  the  Blakeney  Hill  district,  the  pipes  being  carried  from 
Old  Furnace  Bottom  to  Pitching  Green.  Two  new  stand 
pipes  have  been  erected,  one  near  the  Tump  House  Inn 
and  one  on  the  Pitching  Green  side  of  the  stream.  Prior 
to  this  the  residents  had  to  carry  water  nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  mile. 

The  scheme  for  the  supply  of  Ruardean  Hill  and 
district  has  been  considerably  advanced  during  the  year, 
and  a  contract  has  been  entered  into  between  the  Council 
and  Hathom,  Davey  &:  Co.,  of  Leeds,  to  provide  and  lay 
down  the  necessary  pumping  machinery.  The  preparation 
of  that  part  of  the  scheme  relating  to  the  service  reservoir 
and  mains,  will  be  taken  in  hand  during  1914.  The  water 
supply  in  the  parish  of  Mitcheldean  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
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private  company.  The  mains  were  in  an  unsatisfactory 
and  leaky  condition  during  1912,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
complaints  of  the  Council  and  inhabitants,  repairs  and 
improvements  have  been  effected. 

The  Ruardean  Parish  Council  have  under  considera¬ 
tion  the  matter  of  supply  to  several  houses  at  Lower 
Lydbrook,  and  have  promised  to  make  a  special  report  to 
the  District  Council,  but  have  not  yet  done  so. 

The  water  supply  of  Viney  Hill  has  for  some  time 
past  been  under  consideration  ;  the  chief  obstacle,  apart 
from  the  natural  difficulties,  has  been  the  fact  that  different 
portions  of  it  are  under  different  District  Councils.  Some 
of  the  houses  in  Yiney  Hill  are  to  a  more  or  less  extent 
dependent  on  rain  water  storage  for  their  requirements,  and 
last  summer  certain  of  the  inhabitants  had  cleaned  out 
their  rain-water  tanks  shortly  before  the  commencement 
of  the  prolonged  drought.  These  persons  consequently  had 
to  fetch  their  water  from  comparatively  long  distances. 
The  Rural  District  Councils  of  East  and  West  Dean  have 
held  a  Conference,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  scheme  proposed 
by  East  Dean  for  the  inclusion  of  the  West  Dean  portion 
will  be  accepted  by  the  West  Dean  Council. 

The  works  in  connection  with  the  water  supply  of 
Ruardean  Hill  are  now  in  process  of  construction. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  main  sewers  in  the  Cinderford  and  Ruspidge 
districts  have  been  maintained  during  the  year.  There 
have  been  no  sewer  extensions,  but  eight  new  connections 
with  the  mains  have  been  made  to  houses  in  Cinderford 
and  one  to  a  house  in  Ruspidge. 

During  the  year  strong  complaints  have  been  received 
regarding  the  drainage  of  Dry  brook.  The  nuisance  com¬ 
plained  of  arises  from  the  fact  that,  unknown  to  the  Council, 
various  occupants  of  houses  have  discharged  their 
sewage  into  the  brook.  In  ordinary  times,  when  the 
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brook  contains  water,  the  nuisance  is  not  so  great,  but 
when,  as  during  the  drought  last  summer,  the  brook  became 
dry,  the  sewage  remained  where  it  was  discharged  and  gave 
rise  to  serious  offence.  In  the  old  days  when  Wigpool 
iron  ore  shaft  was  being  worked,  the  water  pumped  out 
flowed  into  the  brook  and  effectually  scoured  it.  When 
Wigpool  works  stopped  a  dam  was  constructed  which 
served  a  similar  purpose,  but  owing  to  the  walls  of  the  dam 
not  being  properly  steined,  damage  was  said  to  be  caused 
by  water  percolating  from  it  into  the  adjoining  fields,  and 
the  use  of  the  dam  was  discontinued. 

A  certain  portion  of  the  stream  which  is  culverted, 
flows  beneath  the  road  at  Dry  brook  cross  roads,  and  the 
people  living  near  complained  of  the  stench  arising  through 
untrapped  road  gullies,  and,  to  lessen  the  nuisance,  were  in 
the  habit  of  covering  up  the  openings  with  canvas  bags 
and  sacks.  At  the  request  of  the  Council  I  visited 
Drybrook  and  investigated  the  alleged  nuisance,  and 
reported  to  them  on  the  subject  at  their  meeting  in 
October,  but  I  am  informed  that  the  matter  is  still  under 
consideration. 

I  frequently  visited  the  Soudley  Outfall  Works, 
which,  on  the  whole,  have  been  working  satisfactorily. 

A  public  urinal  was  erected  in  Church  Eoad,  Cinder- 
ford,  during  the  year.  There  are  now  three  of  these  public 
conveniences  in  the  town  of  Cinderford. 


The  drainage  of  Mitcheldean  has  been  improved. 


Parish 

Houses 

Water  Closets 

Pail  Closets 

Privies 

Abbenhall 

46 

5 

6 

28 

Blaisdon  ... 

50 

3 

18 

25 

Bulley 

*37 

1 

14 

16 

Churcham... 

93 

12 

6 

72 

East  Dean... 

3219 

...  1400 

575 

825 

Flaxley  . 

21 

6 

2 

15 

Huntley 

101 

hr 

/ 

12 

79 

Littledean... 

186 

11 

20 

142 

Longhope  ... 

226 

40 

35 

147 

Minster  worth 

83 

12 

8 

58 

Mitcheldean 

157 

65 

20 

50 

Ruardean  ... 

279 

20 

16 

203 

Totals 

4498 

...  1582 

732 

1660 

*  Returns  for  Census  1911  show  33 

inhabited  houses. 

In  1912  there  were  37. 
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ROADS. 

During  the  year  application  has  been  made  to  the 
Crown  Authorities  for  assistance  in  making  the  proposed 
13  roads  in  the  township  of  East  Dean,  where  at  present 
there  are  no  properly  made  roads,  and  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Crown  Authorities  the  work  of  filling  up  and 
improving  dangerous  and  offensive  ditches  has  been  going 
on  rapidly. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

In  Cinderford  refuse  has  been  employed  for  filling 
up  ditches  as  mentioned  above. 

In  Mitcheldean  there  is  no  scavenging  system,  and 
therefore  the  yards  are  often  in  a  bad  condition. 

In  Cinderford  many  householders  neglect  to  put 
their  refuse  out,  and  in  other  cases  the  unsightly  and 
insanitary  system  of  placing  refuse  in  improvised  recep¬ 
tacles  instead  of  dust-bins  often  exists. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  &c. 

There  are  77  cowsheds  and  milkshops  in  the  district, 
which  have  been  kept  under  observation  and  inspected. 
Two  have  been  improved,  one  prosecution  was  undertaken 
and  a  conviction  obtained. 

BAKEHOUSES,  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES,  &c. 

The  bakehouses  have  also  been  inspected,  and  two 
improved.  Two  slaughter-houses  have  also  been  improved. 

I  have  called  attention  to  the  advantages  of  employing 
a  humane  method  of  slaughtering,  whereby  the  animal  is 
rendered  unconscious  before  being  killed  by  means  of  one 
of  the  humane  killers  recommended  by  the  Royal  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals.  In  Stroud, 
Gloucester  and  elsewhere,  butchers  who  have  employed 
humane  methods  find  them  most  satisfactory.  The  pole¬ 
axe,  in  the  hands  of  unskilled  men,  or  when  the  butcher  has 
to  deal  with  restive  animals,  often  entails  great  suffering, 
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which,  by  the  humane  method,  may  all  be  avoided,  and  no 
extra  cost  is  entailed  to  the  butcher  once  he  has  provided 
himself  with  a  modern  humane  killer. 

The  carcase  of  a  cow  was  seized,  and  after  being 
submitted  to  veterinary  inspection  was  condemned,  but 
the  owner  was  not  prosecuted. 

In  other  instances  meat  was  surrendered  after  inspec¬ 
tion  and  destroyed,  viz.,  two  pigs,  one  carcase  of  a  cow,  and 
a  kit  of  fish. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  were  72  workshops  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1913,  and  during  the  year  68  inspections  were  made, 
and  two  notices  were  required  for  want  of  cleanliness. 
Three  cases  of  failure  to  affix  abstracts  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshops’  Act  were  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector.  Two 
other  matters  were  also  notified  and  remedied. 

In  consequence  of  the  heavy  work  entailed  in  dealing 
with  the  large  number  of  infectious  diseases,  widely 
scattered  over  a  large  district,  it  was  impossible  to  devote 
as  much  time  to  workshop  inspections  as  is  usually  done. 
However,  during  the  closing  months  of  1912  the  inspec¬ 
tions  were  so  thoroughly  carried  out  that  I  do  not  think 
that  any  serious  defects  could  have  been  overlooked. 

Coal  Shafts. — Four  disused  coal  shafts  have  been 
made  secure  from  danger  under  Section  26  of  the  Coal 
Mines  Act. 

Bye-laws. — Two  years  ago  there  was  some  discussion 
as  to  the  advisability  of  revising  the  Bye-laws,  but  so 
far  nothing  has  been  done. 

SUMMARY  OF  ROUTINE  INSPECTION. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  L.  G.  Lyne,  Sanitary  Inspector, 
for  the  information  regarding  the  routine  work  of  inspec¬ 
tion  during  the  year.  Such  a  summary,  however,  does  not 
adequately  convey  the  amount  of  excellent  work  accom- 
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plished  by  him  during  this  period,  when  the  work  has 
been  exceptionally  heavy  owing  to  the  large  number  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease  notified. 


Housing  : 

Plans  for  new  houses  approved  ...  ...  ...  0 

Houses  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


Houses  for  which  water  certificates  were  granted 
under  Sec.  6  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1875 

Parishes  having  deficiency  of  housing  for  working 
classes — East  Dean,  Littledean,  Mitcheldean 
Longhope  and  Minsterworth. 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909,  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910 — 

Areas  inspected — Part  of  Ruardean  Woodside 
and  Minsterworth  (houses  owned  by  Crown). 

Houses  inspected 

Houses  with  defects  for  which  notices  were 
necessary 

Houses  for  which  notices  were  served 

Held  over  pending  completion  of  inspection . . . 

Under  Sec.  15  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act 
No.  remedied... 

Under  other  sections  of  Public  Health  Acts 
No.  remedied... 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation  and  made  habitable  ... 


0 


109 

87 

45 

38 

43 

38 

2 

2 

10 


Representations  made  to  District  Council  (Closing 
Orders) 

Closing  Orders  ... 

Houses  made  habitable 
Cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
Cases  abated 

Houses  cleansed  on  notice 


9 

7 

1 


26 

15 

8 


Water  Supply  : 
Wells  sunk 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage  : 

New  drainage  to  old  houses  ... 
Sewers  opened  and  repaired  ... 
W.  C.  Ss  constructed  or  repaired 
Pail  closets  provided  or  repaired 
Privy  vaults  abolished...  ... 


25 

13 

37 

38 
37 


Numbers  Inspected  of  each  of  the  following  : 

No.  on  register  No.  inspections. 

Common  Lodging-houses  ...  ...  1  ...  2 

Slaughter-houses  .  22  ...  63 
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Bakehouses 

41 

...  34 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  ... 

77 

...  79 

Workshops 

72 

...  68 

General  : 

Complaints  received 

. .  . 

...  93 

Nuisances  reported  to  District  Council 

.  • , 

...  197 

Swine 

. .  . 

6 

Nuisances  abated 

•  •  • 

...  168 

Statutory  notices  issued  ... 

• 

...  19 

Summonses  taken  out  ... 

9 

Convictions  obtained  ... 

•  .  . 

9 

Infectious  Disease  : 

Cases  visited  and  reported  on 

• .  • 

...  181 

Houses  in  which  cases  occurred 

•  •  • 

...  139 

Houses  disinfected 

... 

...  127 

The  nuisances  reported  are  in  addition  to  those  found 
during  the  routine  house  inspection,  and  the  number  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases  visited  and  disinfected  are 
not  included  in  the  summary. 


0.  W.  ANDREWS, 
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GLOUCESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Composition  of  District :  Parishes  of  Highnam,  Las- 
sington,  Maisemore,  Ashleworth,  Sandhurst,  Norton, 
Down  Hatherley,  Churchdown,  Barnwood,  Hempstead, 
Matson,  Upton  St.  Leonards,  Prinknash,  Brockworth, 
Whaddon,  Quedgeley,  Twigworth,  Tuffley,  Hucclecote, 
Elmore,  Wotton  St.  Mary  (Without)  and  Wotton  Will. 

Chairman  of  Council :  W.  Priday,  Esq.,  Brockworth  Court, 
Gloucester. 

Clerk  to  Council :  Mr.  H.  H.  Scott,  LL.B.,  Bond.,  Gloucester. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  :  Mr.  F.  Weaver,  Lans- 
•  down  Road,  Gloucester. 

Assessable  Value  of  District,  £85,559. 

Adoptive  Acts  in  force  in  the  District. 
Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  1890  ...  1891 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  „  1890  Part  III.  1891 

9 

Bye-Laws  in  Force  in  the  District. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  for  portions  of  District  1878 
„  „  ,,  whole  „  1908 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  and  Keeping  of  Animals  1878 

Common  Lodging  Houses  .  1878 

Regulations  under  Dairies,  etc.,  Orders  ...  1906 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  Acres 

1901 

30684 

1911 

30680 

Families  or  separate  occupiers  .  . 

2153 

2610 

Average  No.  of  persons  per 
separate  occupiers  .  . 

5*01 

4*86 
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1901 

1911 

Total  Population 

•  • 

10779 

12615 

Males 

•  • 

5081 

Females 

•  • 

5698 

COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  40 

YEARS. 

Births — 

Total  ... 

1913. 

216 

Lowest 

Highest  No.  ditto. 

(1897)  316  (1903)  207 

Ratio  of  Births  per  iooo  of  population  ... 

16*5 

26T 

(1913)  16-5 

Deaths — 

Small  Pox  and  Chicken  Pox 

0 

8 

0 

Measles 

0 

mJ 

9 

0 

Scarlatina  ... 

1 

14 

0 

Croup  and  Diphtheria 

2 

21 

,  0 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0 

7 

0 

Fever 

0 

6 

0 

Cholera,  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

0 

10 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

0 

* _ 

— 

Total  Deaths  from  all  causesf 

134 

(1892)  206 

(1881)  97 

Ratio  of  Deaths  per  iooo  of  population... 

10-2 

18*2 

9-3 

Deaths  under  5  years  of  age 

12 

66 

11 

,,  ,,  1  ,,  per  1000  births 

50 

— 

— 

*  In  earlier  Reports  this  disease  and  Erysipelas  were  grouped 
together,  and  it  would  be  difficult  now  to  ascertain  their  maxima  and 
minima  for  the  last  40  years.  I  cannot  give  the  figures  for  the  other 
blank  spaces. 

t  Exclusive  of  153  deaths  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  district, 
but  occurring  therein,  viz.,  in  the  County  Asylums  at  Wotton  and 
Barnwood,  in  Barnwood  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  in  the  Children’s 
Hospital,  and  in  the  City  Isolation  Hospital  at  Over ;  and  inclusive 
of  16  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  and  dying  in  the 
Infirmary  and  Union  Workhouse  situated  in  the  City  of  Gloucester,  as 
well  as  in  other  places  outside  the  district. 

Births  and  the  Birth-Rate. — The  number  of 
births  registered  (216)  approaches  very  nearly  to  the  lowest 
recorded  in  the  district,  and  gives  a  birth-rate  of  16*5, 
which  is  the  lowest  rate  in  40  years. 


44 


BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES. 


Year. 

I 

Population 

M  estimated  to  Middle 

of  each  Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in 
the  District. 

Transferable  Deaths  of 

oo  Non-Residents 

registered  in  the  district 

Transfeiable  Deaths  of 

\0  Residents  not 

registered  in  the  district 

Nett 

Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District. 

Uncorrected  Number 

Nett. 

Under  i  Year 
of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

<L> 

J=> 

S 

3 
£ 

4 

1) 

cS 

& 

5 

On  Number. 

<v 

a 

& 

7 

O  Number. 

-4-i 

4-1 

U,  <u  • 

uzg 

a  oh 

"  H 

II 

to  Number. 

V 

& 

i3 

1908 

12064 

226 

18-7 

250 

i 

20-7 

133 

14 

21 

93 

131 

10-8 

1909 

12247 

223 

18-2 

282 

230 

173 

19 

13 

58 

128 

10*4 

1910 

12431 

234 

18-8 

260 

20-9 

165 

20 

11 

47 

115 

9*2 

1911 

12615 

215 

217 

17-2 

261 

20-6 

146 

23 

18 

82 

138 

10*9 

1912 

12799 

225 

226 

17-6 

277 

21-6 

159 

22 

20 

88 

140 

10*9 

1913 

13047 

214 

216 

165 

271 

20-7 

153 

16 

11 

50 

134 

10*2 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  .  30,684 

Total  Population  (Census  1911)  ...  ...  12,615 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1911)  ...  2,610 

Average  No.  of  persons  per  house  (Census  1911)  4*8 

Deaths  and  the  Death-Rate. — The  number  of 
deaths  registered  is  rather  lower  than  in  1912.  There  were 
two  from  Measles,  and  two  from  Diphtheria,  the  latter 
occurring  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Over,  where  there 
were  also  thirteen  deaths  from  Diphtheria  belonging  to 
the  Urban  District  and  one  from  Scarlet  Fever.  The  four 
deaths  from  Enteric  Fever  occurring!  at  Barnwood  House 
were  all  of  people  not  belonging  to  the  District.  I  have 
dealt  elsewhere  with  this  outbreak,  the  source  of  which  I 
think  has  now  been  traced. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  is  a  reduction  on  the  number  recorded  last  year. 
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MORTALITY  AT  DIFFERENT  AGES 
AND  ITS  CAUSES. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 
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Births  in  the  year — Legitimate  208  ;  Illegitimate  8. 
Deaths  in  the  year — Legitimate  1 1  ;  Illegitimate  0. 


Infant  Mortality. — There  were  eleven  deaths 


during  the  year,  giving  a  death-rate  of  50,  which  compares 
very  favourably  with  that  for  England  and  Wales.  All 
were  legitimate  children. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 
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Isolation  Hospital — Over  Hospital,  Gloucester  Urban. 
Sanatorium — Cranham  Lodge,  near  Stroud. 


Removed  to  Hospital 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  SCHOOLS. 


Notifications  Cases 

Scarlet  F ever  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  10 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Ringworm  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  15 

Verminous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


SCHOOLS  CLOSED. 

Name  of  School  Disease 


School  days, 
period  of  closure 


Barn  wood  Church  of  England 
Churchdown  Council 
Down  Hatherley 
Hucclecote  Council 
Quedgeley  V oluntary 
Upton  St.  Leonards 
Whaddon 


Measles  ...  ...  15  days 

Diphtheria  ...  65  days 

Mumps  ..  ...  14  days 

Measles  &  Mumps  15  days 
Measles  ...  ...  20  days 

Measles  ...  ...  20  days 

Measles  ...  ...  22  days 


In  common  with  so  many  other  places  in  the  West  of 
England,  Gloucester  Rural  District  had  a  large  number  of 
cases  of  Scarlet  Eever,  but,  on  the  whole,  the  district  may 
be  congratulated  on  escaping  as  lightly  as  it  did.  It  has 
frequently  been  remarked  that  epidemics  of  Scarlet  Fever 
are  associated  or  run  more  or  less  simultaneously  with 
epidemics  of  Diphtheria,  although  the  number  of  notifi¬ 
cations  of  these  two  diseases  are  very  similar,  there  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  any  connection  or  association 
between  the  two  outbreaks,  as  will  be  seen  on  reference 
to  the  following  table  : — 


Month 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Diphtheria  Scarlet  Fever  Erysipelas  Puerperal 
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# , 

— 
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— 
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12 
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1 

•  • « 
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— 
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2 
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— 

Enteric 

1 


3 

2 


4 

2 


Totals  ... 


42 


46 


10 


12 
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Damp  and  insanitary  conditions,  especially  defective 
drains,  accumulations  of  filth,  etc.,  are  thought  to  he  only 
predisposing  causes  of  Diphtheria,  but  it  is  worthy  of 
observation  that  in  nearly  every  house  where  Diphtheria 
occurred  in  Churchdown,  I  found  foul  privy  vaults  and 
damp  walls. 

It  is  not  only  in  England  that  the  connection 
between  bad  sanitation  and  Diphtheria  has  been  observed. 
In  the  Spanish  Peninsula,  where  in  many  places  the 
sanitary  arrangements  are  often  of  the  most  primitive 
description,  Diphtheria  is  very  prevalent.  Whitelegge, 
quoting  Longstaff  on  the  subject  of  the  prevalence  of 
Diphtheria  in  Rural  Districts,  says  “  its  causes  should  not 
be  sought  for  primarily  in  any  high  development  of 
civilization,  such  as  sewers,  but  rather  in  some  condition 
associated  with  a  more  primitive  form  of  life.” 

When  the  new  sewerage  and  water  supply  come 
into  use  in  1914,  it  will  be  interesting  to  observe  whether 
there  will  be,  as  it  is  hoped,  a  marked  diminution  in 
the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria.  My  own  personal 
belief  (unorthodox,  I  admit),  is  that  damp  and  collections 
of  filth  are  more  than  predisposing  factors  in  the  spread  of 
infection.  Of  the  nine  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  sent 
from  this  district  to  the  Infectious  Hospital  at  Over,  eight 
were  cases  of  Diphtheria,  two  of  which,  I  regret  to  say, 
proved  fatal. 

Erysipelas.— Nine  out  of  the  ten  cases  notified 
occurred  in  the  County  Asylum  at  Wotton  Vill,  and  all 
the  ten  cases  occurred  amongst  female  patients,  although 
Erysipelas  is  generally  considered  one  of  the  ills  to  which 
the  male  is  the  more  susceptible. 

Enteric  Fever. — There  were  twelve  cases  of  Enteric, 
eight  of  them  occurring  at  Barnwood  Asylum,  and  giving 
rise  to  considerable  difficulty  in  determining  both  their 
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origin  and  the  manner  in  which  the  infection  was  conveyed 
from  patient  to  patient,  as  the  food  and  water  supply 
were  in  every  instance  irreproachable,  and  the  condition 
of  the  living  rooms  of  the  patients  and  the  sanitary  offices, 
satisfactory  in  all  respects.  I  paid  several  visits  to  Barn- 
wood  and  met  the  Medical  Superintendent  and  the  Medical 
Officer  who  attended  the  cases,  in  consultation,  with  a  view 
to  finding  out  the  origin  of  the  outbreak,  but  we  were 
unable  to  obtain  any  clue.  Eventually,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector,  Mr.  Weavek,  discovered  that  the  only  ventila¬ 
tion  to  the  whole  of  the  general  sewerage  system,  was  by 
the  man  and  lamp  holes  on  the  ground  level  at  a  spot  near 
which  it  was  elicited  several  of  the  persons  affected  had 
been  working.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  drain  must  be 
ventilated  at  the  highest  point  by  a  nine  inch  cast-iron 
vent  shaft,  or  by  pipes  of  similar  sectional  area  provided 
with  fresh  air  inlets,  the  pipes  to  be  carried  some  height 
above  the  ground  at  several  points  on  the  line  of  the  main 
sewer.  The  present  main  drain,  a  nine  inch  pipe  from  the 
Second  Asylum,  is  laid  in  Church  Lane,  for  a  length  of 
half-a-mile  ;  at  times,  this  is  running  full,  and  rising  up 
the  manholes  one  or  two  feet.  The  sewage  of  one  portion 
of  the  Asylum  is  disposed  of  by  broad  irrigation  on  the 
Asylum  Farm,  and  it  is  proposed  to  connect  this  portion 
with  the  North  End  Drainage  System  of  Gloucester. 

Three  cases  of  Enteric  occurred  in  Hempstead,  and 
here  it  was  found  that  the  people  were  drinking  Severn 
water,  which  was  not  always  boiled.  The  water  when 
first  drawn  was  always  full  of  suspended  matter,  but  by 
allowing  it  to  stand  for  some  hours,  and  then  decanting  the 
supernatant  fluid,  a  water  capable  of  being  used  for 
domestic  purposes  was  obtained. 

During  the  very  dry  weather  the  inhabitants  of 
Lower  Rea  were,  at  my  suggestion,  supplied  with  pure 
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water  by  means  of  a  water  cart.  The  houses  in  Lower  Rea 
consist  of  some  six  cottages  close  to  the  River  Severn,  at 
some  distance  from  any  water  supply  other  than  that 
obtained  from  shallow  wells  sunk  in  the  lias  clay  or  from 
the  river  itself.  Those  in  Upper  Rea  obtain  some  of  their 
water  from  the  Severn  and  some  of  it  from  a  brook. 

There  was  one  case  from  Sandhurst  where,  as  in  those 
at  Hempstead,  there  was  a  history  of  water  having  been 
taken  direct  from  the  Severn.  Printed  notices,  warning 
the  inhabitants  of  the  danger  of  using  unboiled  water, 
were  issued  by  the  District  Council  to  every  householder, 
and  no  further  cases  of  Enteric  were  notified. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Only  one  case  occurred,  and 
this  was  at  Upton  St.  Leonards. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — We  are  pleased  to  note 
a  marked  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  notified  as  compared  with  last  year. 
Three  of  these  occurred  at  Wotton  Yill  Asylum.  Tuber¬ 
culosis  is  always  responsible  for  many  of  the  deaths 
amongst  the  insane,  and  36  deaths  from  Tuberculosis 
occurred  amongst  the  inmates  of  Barnwood  and  Wotton 
Yill  Asylums.  When  one  considers  the  lethargic  habits  so 
often  associated  with  mental  derangement,  and  the  dis¬ 
orders  connected  with  nutrition  met  with  in  cases  of 
nervous  disorganisation,  one  readily  understands  how 
these  unfortunate  people  become  remarkably  susceptible 
to  the  germs  of  consumption. 

Cancer. — There  were  19  deaths  from  Cancer,  none 
of  which  it  is  worthy  of  note  occurred  amongst  the  inmates 
of  the  County  Asylums. 

ISOLATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  CASES. 

By  arrangement  with  the  City  Authorities,  Infectious 
cases  may  be  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Over,  at 
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a  cost  of  £2  2s.  weekly  for  each  patient.  This  arrangement 
has  worked  satisfactorily,  and  nine  patients  were  sent  to 
hospital. 

SEWERAGE. 

As  we  have  already  indicated  the  Churchdown 
Sewerage  Scheme  is  now  an  accomplished  fact.  I  am 
indebted  to  Mr.  H.  H.  Scott  for  the  following  notes  : — 

The  Schemes  which  have  been  in  contemplation  for 
over  three  years  with  reference  to  the  sewerage  and  public 
water  supply  of  Churchdown  have  at  length  matured. 

Sanction  was  obtained  for  borrowing  a  sum  of  £11,565 
for  the  purposes  of  a  Sewerage  Scheme  which,  though  not 
fully  comprehensive,  meets  all  urgent  requirements.  It  is 
expected  that  the  Scheme  will  be  completed  and  in  working 
order  by  April,  1914.  The  Council  were  fortunate  in  being 
able  to  borrow  the  amount  required  from  the  Public  Works 
Loan  Commissioners,  at  a  rate  of  interest  of  3J  per  cent. 

The  trunk  sewers  are  designed  so  as  to  deal  ulti¬ 
mately  with  a  population  of  10,000.  The  treatment  of 
the  sewage  at  the  Outfall  Works  will  be  upon  the  latest 
and  most  approved  bacterial  system.  It  will  be  first 
passed  through  settling  tanks  and  the  effluent  will  then  be 
distributed  through  revolving  filters  over  filtering  media. 

With  regard  to  the  water  supply,  the  Council  have 
concluded  an  Agreement  with  the  Gloucester  City  Corpora¬ 
tion,  under  which  that  Authority  will  lay  mains  and  give  a 
supply  in  detail  throughout  the  Parish,  the  Council 
guaranteeing  a  minimum  rental  for  water. 

The  Gloucester  Gas  Company  have  during  the  past 
year  carried  their  gas  mains  into  the  Parish  of  Churchdown. 

The  drainage  question  at  Longlevens  is  still  one  of  the 
pressing  needs  of  the  district.  The  land  in  this  part  is 
flat  and  low  lying,  and  the  subsoil  clay,  and,  consequently, 
is  sure  to  be  waterlogged  in  wet  weather,  and,  when  I 
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visited  one  of  the  houses,  I  found  that  all  the  slop  water 
was  stagnating  in  a  sump  in  the  ground  at  the  back  of  the 
house. 

Tuffley  is  in  a  very  similar  state  to  Longlevens,  and 
in  consequence  of  an  alleged  case  of  Diphtheria  in  one  of 
the  houses  below  Robinswood  Hill,  I  made  a  careful 
inspection  of  the  back  premises,  and  found  that  the  contents 
of  the  pail  closet  were  emptied  periodically  on  to  a  midden 
some  40  feet  from  the  well,  on  ground  sloping  towards  the 
well.  Close  to  this  midden  was  a  stagnant  pond,  and  some 
30  feet  from  the  well  was  a  pig’s  cot  and  close  to  the  house 
was  a  catchpit  full  of  very  offensive  slop  water.  I  had  a 
sample  of  water  analysed  from  the  well  supplying  this  house, 
and  the  analysis  showed  the  water  to  contain  far  more  total 
solids,  more  chlorides  and  more  organic  ammonia,  than 
should  be  present  in  good  water ;  further,  although  no 
evidence  of  direct  sewage  pollution  was  found,  it  was 
evident  that  the  upper  portion  of  the  well  was  allowing 
the  influx  of  matter  which  would  have  been  intercepted  if 
the  water  had  filtered  through  a  greater  depth  of  soil. 

This  portion  of  Tuffley,  as  well  as  that  known  as  Lower 
Tuffley,  both  require  a  proper  drainage  system  and  water 
supply.  One  portion  of  Tuffley  could  be  drained  into  the 
City  Sewers,  but,  in  that  portion  where  the  cost  of  a  sewage 
scheme  would  be  prohibitive,  I  would  suggest  an  arrange¬ 
ment  similar  to  that  in  vogue  in  many  French  towns. 
Under  this  system,  known  as  the  “  Fosse  permanente,”  the 
slops  and  excreta  are  received  into  water-tight  cesspits, 
which,  by  means  of  suction  through  hose  into  an  air  tight 
cart,  are  emptied  at  varying  intervals  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  and  the  contents  could  be  disposed  of  to  farmers. 

It  is  a  system  much  to  be  preferred  to  emptying  the 
contents  of  catchpits,  and  burying  the  contents  of  pail 
closets  on  ground  quite  near  to  dwelling-houses  where, 
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just  beneath  the  surface,  owing  to  the  substratum  of  clay, 
there  is  always  a  large  quantity  of  ground  water  and, 
consequently,  always  a  danger  of  pollution  to  the  water 
supply. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  routine  work  done 
during  the  year,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Weaver, 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 

Housing  : 

Plans  for  new  houes  approved  ...  ...  ...  14 

Houses  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  13 

Houses  for  which  water  certificates  were  granted 

under  Sec.  6  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878  7 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  Act,  1909,  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910 — 

Areas  inspected — Norton,  Churchdown,  Maisemore, 
Brockworth,  Hucclecote,  Longford  and  Wotton 
Without. 

Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Houses  with  defects  for  which  notices  were 


necessary  ... 

Houses  for  which  notices  w'ere  served — 
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(a)  Under  Sec.  15  Housing,  Town  Planning 


Act,  1909  ... 

No.  remedied  ... 


6 

6 

59 

59 

26 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 


(b)  Under  other  Sections  of  Public  Health  Acts 


No.  remedied  ... 


And,  in  addition,  cleared  off  from  1912 
Houses  unfit  for  habitation  ... 

No.  made  habitable 

Representations  to  District  Council... 

Closing  Orders 

Demolition  Orders 

Cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

No.  abated 

Houses  cleansed  on  notice 


o 


Water  Supply  : 


New  connections  with  Public  Supply... 
Wells  sunk 

Samples  for  examination 


5 

9 

1 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage  : 

Houses  newly  connected  with  sewers  ...  ...  5 

W.C.’s  newly  supplied  with  flushing  cisterns  ...  5 

Earth  closets,  pail  closets  or  improved  privies 

constructed  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Privy  vaults  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


Numbers  Inspected  of  each  of  the  following  : 

No.  on  register  No.  inspected 


Slaughter-houses 

4 

4 

Bakehouses 

13 

...  13 

Dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops 

90 

...  90 

Workshops 

30 

...  30 

Residences  of  outworkers 

4 

4 

General  : 

Complaints  received  ... 

Nuisances  reported  to  District  Council 
Swine 

Nuisances  abated 
Preliminary  notices  served 
Statutory  notices  issued... 


8 


33 

5 

23 


31 

0 


Infectious  Disease  : 

Cases  visited  and  reported  on  ...  ...  ...  ..  108 

Houses  in  which  cases  occurred  ...  ...  ...  68 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Methods  of  disinfection  used — fumigation  and 
limewash,  where  necessary. 


0.  W.  ANDREWS. 
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LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Composition  of  District:  The  Parishes  of  Lydney,  Aylbur- 
ton,  Alvington,  St.  Briavels,  Hewelsfield,  Lancaut, 
Tidenham  and  Woolaston. 

Chairman  of  Council :  William  Jones,  Esq.,  The  Moorlands, 
Lydney. 

ClerJc  of  Council :  Mr.  J.  Fothergill  Evans,  Solicitor, 
Chepstow. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor :  Mr.  Gr.  J.  Elliott, 
Lydney. 

Assessable  Value  of  District,  £50,858. 

Adoptive  Acts  in  Force  in  District. 

Adopted 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907, 

certain  sections  ...  ...  ...  ...  1910 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890  ...  1895 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890, 

Part  III.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1896 

Eegulations  under  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  Orders 

1885-6  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Not 

Bye-Laws  : — 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  (Lydney  U)  ...  1892 

„  ,,  ,,  Remainder  (R)...  1900 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  (Lydney) .  1892 

Common  Lodging-houses  .  ...  1892 

Slaughter-houses  (Lydney) .  1892 
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The  District  consists  of  the  Gloucestershire  portion  of 
the  Chepstow  Poor  Law  Union,  which  was  separated  from 
the  remainder  of  that  Union  for  sanitary  purposes  in  1894, 
but  is  still  united  with  Chepstow  for  Poor  Law  purposes. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Families  or  separate  Occupiers 

1901 

1908 

1911 

2052 

Average  No.  of  persons 

per 

separate  Occupier 

... 

4-53 

4*38 

Area — acres  ... 

•  •  • 

24634  ... 

24554 

Population 

*  •  • 

8649  ... 

9005 

Males 

•  •  • 

4291 

Females 

•  •  • 

4358 

COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  20  YEARS. 


Births — 

1913. 

Highest  No.  Lowest 
in  20  years.  ditto. 

Males 

94 

139 

94 

Females 

103 

135 

82 

Total 

197 

265 

181 

Ratio  of  Births  per  1000  of  population  ... 

Deaths — 

21-6  (1902)  30-4  (1911)20*1 

(1911) 

Small  Pox  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

4 

0 

Scarlatina 

1 

1 

0 

Croup  and  Diphtheria 

1 

9 

0 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0 

7 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

8 

0 

Cholera,  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

1 

5 

0 

Gastritis  and  Enteritis  ... 

0 

_ _ * 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

1 

0 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

1 

0 

Total  Deaths  from  all  causes ... 

110 

133 

91 

Ratio  of  Deaths  per  1000  of  population... 

12T 

(1904)  15-1 

(1899)  6 

(1900)  WK> 

Deaths  under  5  years  of  age 

14 

43 

13 

n  it  1  year  u  per  1000  births 

55 

138 

42 

*  I  am  unable  to  give  these  figures. 
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BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES. 


<X> 

p  * 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 

Registered  in 

the  District 

r .  ■  1 

o  .a 

m 

o  .a 
®  is 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 
the  district. 

Population 
Estimated  to  Midt 
of  Year. 

„  .Uncorrected  Number 

Nett. 

Transferable  Deatl 
op  Non-Residents 

registered  in  the  Dis 

5-^.2 

o3  2C; 

hH  SC  Zl 

Under  1  Year 
of  Age 

At  all  Ages. 

Year. 

1 

.  Number, 

rf*- 

^  Rate. 

03 

.£5 

s 

£ 

6 

■  Rate. 

S3 

,rH 

S 

cS  to 

C.  "3b 

^  03 

9 

t—  Number, 
o 

Rate  per 

£  1000  Births. 

03 

s 

ss 

12 

 J 

1908 

8898 

211 

23-4 

92 

10-3 

1 

12 

15 

71 

103 

11*5 

1909 

8933 

238 

26  6 

81 

9-0 

0 

16 

10 

42 

97 

10*7 

1910 

8969 

203 

22-6  ' 

120 

133 

2 

6 

16 

78 

124 

13-8 

1911 

9005 

179 

181 

20T 

105 

11*6 

1 

14 

18 

99 

118 

13T 

1912 

9041 

204 

204 

22-5 

96 

106 

0 

21 

13 

63 

117 

12-9 

1913 

9086 

196 

197 

21*6 

100 

110 

5 

15 

11 

55 

110 

121 

Area  of  District  in  Acres 
Total  population  at  all  ages  (1911) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1911) 
Average  No.  of  persons  per  house  (1911) 


24.554 

9,005 

2,052 

4*38 


MORTALITY  AT 


ITS  CAUSES 
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ALL  AGES  AND 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  district  at 
subjoined  ages 


to 

to 

to 

X/l 

Causes  of 
Deaths. 

All  ages 

Under  1  year 

1  and  under  2 

2  and  under  5 

5  and  under  1; 

15  and  under  2 

25  and  under 

45  and  under  6 

65  and  upwar 

St.  Briavels 

>> 

Tidenham 

Alvington 

Woolaston 

Hewelsfield 

c 

Q 

5 

H 

> 

< 

All  causes  —certified  110 

,,  uncertified 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

0. 

.  0. 

.  0.. 

1. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

0. 

0 

0. 

0.. 

0.. 

0. 

0.. 

1.. 

0 

Diphtheria  &  Croup 

1 

0. 

0. 

.  0. 

1. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

0. 

0 

0. 

0  . 

0.. 

0. 

1.. 

0.. 

0 

Influenza 

1 

1. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

0 

0. 

0.. 

1.. 

0. 

0.. 

0.. 

0 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis— Pulmonary 

1 

0.. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

0. 

.  0. 

.  0.. 

.  1. 

0 

0. 

1.. 

0-- 

0.. 

0... 

0... 

0 

Tuberculosis 

4 

1. 

.  0. 

.  0.. 

0. 

.  0. 

.  3.. 

.  0. 

0 

2.. 

0.. 

1... 

0.. 

1.. 

0.. 

0 

Tuberculosis — 

Meningitis  ... 

1 

0.. 

.  0. 

.  0.. 

0. 

0. 

.  1. 

.  0. 

0 

1. 

0.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases 

6 

0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

3. 

.  1. 

.  1. 

1. 

0 

0. 

9 

2.. 

0.. 

0.. 

9 

0 

Cancer,  malignant 

Disease 

7 

0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

2. 

5 

1. 

3.. 

2.. 

0.. 

1. . 

0.. 

0 

Organic  HeartDisease  16 

0.. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

0. 

.  0. 

2.. 

.  6. 

8 

3.. 

5.. 

3... 

1.. 

2. . 

i... 

1 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia— 

7 

1. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

0. 

.  0 

.  0. 

9. 

4 

1. 

4.. 

1.. 

1. 

0.. 

0.. 

0 

all  forms 

8 

2 

.  0. 

.  1. 

0. 

.  1. 

.  0. 

2.. 

2 

1. 

2.. 

3.. 

0. 

0.. 

2.. 

0 

Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis 

1 

0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

0. 

1 

0. 

1.. 

0.. 

0. 

0.. 

0.. 

0 

Appendicitis 

and  Typhlitis 

1 

0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

.  1. 

0 

0. 

0.. 

0.. 

1. 

0.. 

0.. 

0 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver... 
Other  Accidents  and 

2 

0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

0. 

.  0. 

.  1 

.  1. 

0 

0. 

1  . 

0... 

0. 

0.. 

1.. 

0 

Diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and 

Parturition 

2 

0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

0. 

.  0. 

.  2. 

.  0. 

0 

0. 

1.. 

0.. 

1.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0 

Congenital  Debility 

and  Malformation, 
including 
Premature  Birth 

5 

5. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

.  0.‘ 

0 

0. 

4.. 

0.. 

0.. 

1.. 

0.. 

0 

Violent  Deaths, 
excluding  Suicide 
Other  Defined 

6 

1. 

.  1 

.  1. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

9. 

.  1. 

0 

0. 

9 

9. 

0. 

1.. 

0.. 

1 

Diseases 

28 

0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

.  1. 

.  6. 

.  8. 

13 

1. 

9.. 

10.. 

2. 

3.. 

1 .. 

2 

Diseases  ill-defined 

or  unknown  . . 

12 

0. 

.  0 

.  0. 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0. 

.  0. 

12 

4. 

5.. 

1. . 

0. 

2.. 

0.. 

0 

110 

11. 

.  1 

.  2. 

.  5 

.  3 

.18. 

.25. 

.45 

14. 

40.. 

26.. 

6.. 

12.. 

8.. 

4 

SUB- ENTRIES, 

included  in  above 

figures — 
Pneumonia 

5 

0. 

.  0. 

.  0. 

0. 

.  1. 

..  0. 

9 

2 

0. 

2.. 

2.. 

0 

GO 

C 

O 

*-C 

4^> 

•  »-* 

CO 


,3 

ce 

<D 

ft 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 


n 


0 


2 


2 


0 

5 


0 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED. 


Cases  notified  in  District. 

Cases  notified  in  each 
Locality 

V) 

0> 

bJO 

Diseases.  < 

*3 

◄ 

Under  1  year 

1  and  under  5 

5  and  under  15 

15  and  under  25 

25  and  under  45 

45  and  under  65 

65  and  over 

St.  Briavels 

Tidenham 

Brock  weir 

Lydney 

Woolaston 

Aylburton 

Hewelsfield 

Alvington 

Rest  of  District 

Removed  to 

Hospital. 

Diphtheria, 
including 
Membranous 
Croup  . .  5 

0  13  10  0  0 

100310000 

0 

Erysipelas  . .  6 

0  0  0  0  1  2  3 

000330000 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  60 

0  5  50  4  1  0  0 

19  12  7  2  9  1  5  5  0 

47 

Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  4 

10  0  1110 

200200000 

0 

Totals  ..  75 

1  6  53  6  3  3  3 

22  12  7  10  13  1  5  5  0 

47 

Isolation  Hospital — Alvington. 
Sanatorium — Cranham  Lodge,  Stroud. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  SCHOOLS 


Notifications 

Cases 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  .  •  .  .  •  ... 

...  39 

Diphtheria 

... 

1 

Measles  ... 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

Chicken  Pox 

4 

Mumps 

...  15 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Ringworm 

...  40 

Impetigo 

...  11 

Verminous 

... 

2 

Others 

... 

4 

SCHOOLS 

CLOSED. 

School  days 

Name  of  School 

Disease 

period  of  closur 

Alvington  Church  of  England 

Mumps 

...  3  days 

Hewelsfield,  Brock  weir 

Scarlet  Fever 

10  days 

St.  Briavels  ... 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  9  days 

Tidenham  Tutshill ... 

...  Scarlet  Fever 

...  15  days 

*  Woolaston  Council 

Scarlet  Fever 

40  days 

*  School  closed  for  Infectious  Disease  up  to  25th  July,  1918. 

40  days  include  summer  holidays  and  one  week  for  building  repairs. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Causes  of  Death 


m  ® 
<D 


All  causes — Certified 


m 

M 

<D 

£ 


m 

<X> 

<D 

* 

CO 


72 

M 

<x> 

* 


CO 


rC 

43 

©  O 

4^  a 
o  c  ° 

H  ?3  rH 


72 

43 


72 

*3 


CO 

CO 


72 

^3 

43 


o 

co 


72 

«& 

43 

s  - 


S<  ** 


,,  Uncertified  0 
Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  1  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ..  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  1  ...  0  ...  0  ...  1 

Pneumonia  all  forms  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  1  ...  0  ...  0  ...  1  ...  2 

Premature  Birth  0  ...  0  ..  0  ...  1  ...  1  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  1 


Atrophy,  Debility 

and  Marasmus  1  ...  0  ...  1  ...  0  ...  2  ...  1  ...  1  ...  0  ...  0  ...  4 

Other  causes  ...  1  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  1  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  1  ...  2 


Total 


2  ...  0 


1  ...  1  ...  4  .. 


2  ...  2  ...  0  ...  3  ...II 


Births  in  the  year — Legitimate  187  ;  Illegitimate  10. 

Deaths  in  the  year — Legitimate  10  ;  Illegitimate  1. 

During  the  year  there  were  60  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
notified,  most  of  them  being  of  the  mild  type,  which  was 
generally  met  with  throughout  the  rest  of  the  Combined 
District.  There  was,  however,  one  fatal  case,  a  girl  aged 
five,  living  at  Hewelsfield.  The  epidemic  at  St.  Briavels 
and  Tidenham,  consisting  of  31  out  of  60  of  the  cases, 
began  with  a  case  which  it  is  thought  was  contracted  at  a 
fair  outside  the  district.  It  was  not  discovered,  or  at  any 
rate  reported,  until  the  child  was  found  to  be  peeling  in 
St.  Briavels  School.  This  case  was  shortly  followed  by 
another,  which  in  turn  communicated  the  disease  to  five 
others.  Every  endeavour  was  made  by  prompt  isolation 
to  check  the  spread  of  infection.  Over  78  per  cent,  of  the 
cases  were  treated  in  Hospital.  Another  case,  contracted 
outside  the  district,  occurred  in  a  youth  aged  15, 
and  was  first  recognised  as  one  of  Scarlet  Fever  by  his 
employer,  a  butcher,  who  noticed  he  was  peeling  on  the 
hands.  This  boy  had  been  absent  for  a  few  days  suffering 
from  sickness  and  sore  throat,  and  it  was  on  his  return  to 
employment  that  his  employer  first  suspected  that  the  boy 
was  recovering  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  at  once  reported  the 
case  to  a  medical  man.  Another  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  of 
some  interest  was  that  of  a  youth  who  was  employed  in 
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sorting  rags  for  a  paper  mill.  It  is  thought  that  possibly 
he  might  have  contracted  it  at  his  work,  and  inquiries 
were  at  once  made  as  to  suspicious  cases  of  illness  amongst 
other  workers  at  the  same  place.  There  was  no  evidence 
in  support  of  this  being  the  case.  His  sister,  aged  seven 
years,  who  was  taken  ill  at  the  same  time  with  Diphtheria, 
died  at  her  home. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Alvington  is  well  managed, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  every  case  treated  in 
hospital  made  a  good  recovery.  Nurse  Corbett,  from 
Stroud,  was  engaged  for  six  weeks  to  assist  Nurse  Fenwick 
when  the  epidemic  was  at  its  worst.  This  was  the  only 
outside  help  received  during  the  year. 

The  following  figures  will  be  of  interest,  showing  the 
total  cost  of  the  upkeep  of  the  hospital  for  the  year,  and 
the  cost  per  head  during  the  time  the  hospital  was  occupied. 

There  were  25  more  cases  under  treatment  in  1913 
than  in  1912,  and  the  number  of  days  the  patients  and  staff 
were  in  hospital  was  3477,  against  1776  in  1912. 

During  the  year  the  road  in  front  of  the  hospital  has 
been  much  improved,  at  a  cost  of  £12,  and  a  new  ambu¬ 
lance  was  purchased  in  August  at  a  cost  of  £,75,  and  this 
has  proved  a  great  boon  to  the  district. 

There  were  only  four  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  notified  during  the  year,  and  none  of  them  were 
sent  to  Cranham  Lodge  Sanatorium.  This  compares  very 
favourably  with  last  year,  when  there  were  nearly  three 
times  that  number. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  6  registered  slaughter¬ 
houses,  and  these  were  frequently  inspected  during  the 
year. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  17  registered  bakehouses 
as  against  18  in  1912.  Excellent  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  Lydney  Co-operative  Society,  where  the 
premises  have  been  extended  and  also  concrete  floors  laid 
down  throughout. 
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Factories  and  Workshops.™ There  are  40  factories 
and  workshops,  including  laundries.  Improvements  have 
taken  place  at  the  Rowley  Mills.  Owing  to  the  rural 
character  of  the  district  there  is  little  to  report  under  this 
heading. 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food. — A.  certain  amount  of 
tinned  food  was  destroyed  voluntarily,  the  branch  manager 
of  an  establishment  in  the  town  having  called  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  matter. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — No  new  sewers  have 
been  provided  in  any  part  of  the  district,  but  39  new  drains 
were  made,  and  a  number  of  improvements  to  w.c’s,  &c., 
carried  out,  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  state¬ 
ment  of  routine  work  carried  out  during  the  year.  Two 
cases  were  taken  into  Court,  and  orders  secured  that  the 
work  should  be  carried  out  within  fourteen  days,  which  in 
both  cases  were  complied  with. 

Scavenging. — The  house  refuse  from  Lydney  is 
carted  to  the  Dingle,  or  hollow,  which  is  on  the  site  of  an 
old  Roman  road  running  parallel  to  the  main  road  to 
Gloucester,  near  the  Cross  Hands  on  Lydney  Hill. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops'  Order.— -There 
are  29  registered  milk-sellers  in  the  district,  and  their 
premises  have  been  frequently  inspected  during  the  year. 
Lydney  district,  like  so  many  rural  places,  suffers  from  the 
milk  produced  being  sent  away  to  distant  towns.  It  is 
regrettable  that  in  the  heart  of  the  country  young  children, 
to  whom  fresh  milk  is  all  important,  should  have  to  rely 
on  tinned  milk  for  their  sustenance.  In  this  respect  they 
are  often  much  worse  off  than  the  poorest  town  children, 
for  whom  Municipal  care  provides  a  healthy  and  reliable 
milk  supply  at  a  moderate  price. 

Water  Supplies. — No  new  water  supplies  have 
been  provided  during  the  year  in  any  part  of  the  district, 
but  six  of  the  existing  wells  have  been  cleansed  and 
improved. 
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As  the  result  of  an  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water 
taken  from  a  private  well  in  Queen  Street,  Lydney,  the 
well  was  ordered  to  be  closed. 

So  far  as  the  Woolaston  Water  Scheme  is  concerned, 
no  house  connections  have  yet  been  made.  During  the 
year  23  houses  have  been  connected  with  the  Lydney 
Water  Supply. 

Plans  for  New  Houses. — Fourteen  plans  for  new 
houses  were  submitted  and  approved,  and  also  plans  for  a 
new  Picture  House. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909. — 203 
houses  were  inspected  during  the  year  under  the  above 
Act,  and  it  is  hoped  that  during  the  coming  year  the 
inspection  of  the  town  of  Lydney  will  be  completed.  As 
a  result  of  the  inspection,  so  far  as  it  has  been  carried  out, 
37  houses  have  been  improved  either  in  regard  to  their 
water  supply  or  in  respect  to  general  repairs.  Most  of  the 
repairs  have  been  carried  out  after  consultation  with  the 
owners  and  without  having  to  serve  notices  upon  them.  In 
two  cases  the  owners  voluntarily  closed  their  houses,  one 
of  wdiicli  has  since  been  demolished,  fn  connection  with 
the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Conference  at  Bath,  to 
which  I  have  already  alluded  in  my  introduction,  Mr. 
Elliott,  like  myself,  was  sent  as  a  delegate,  and  I  append 
his  observations  and  impressions  of  the  work  discussed  at 
the  Conference,  which  in  my  opinion  deserve  a  place  in 
the  record  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  for  this 
district. 

Extract  from  the  report  of  Mr.  George  J.  Elliott, 
Sanitary  Inspector,  on  the  Conference  on  “  Housing  and 
Town  Planning,”  held  at  Bath  on  December  9th  and  10th, 
1913  : — 

The  matters  submitted  for  discussion  were  as  follows  : 

1.  Report  on  Irish  Housing. 

2.  Report  on  the  Housing  of  the  poorest. 
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3.  Report  on  the  development  of  new  housing 
areas  on  Town  Planning  lines,  with  the  limitation  of 
number  of  houses  per  acre.  The  Conference  was  of  the 
opinion  that  houses  should  not  exceed  12  to  the  acre. 

4.  Memorandum  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
with  reference  to  the  provision  and  arrangement  of 
houses  for  the  working  classes. 

5.  Report  on  the  designing  and  construction  of 
workmen’s  cottages  in  rural  areas. 

Plans  of  houses  were  submitted  and  schemes  which 
had  reached  fruition.  Without  exception  the  plans  for 
rural  areas  were  of  the  type  of  one  large  living  room,  a 
scullery  or  kitchen,  and  three  bedrooms.  All  houses  were 
built  of  solid  brickwork  9  inches  thick  and  rough-casted 
in  cement,  and  had  a  minimum  height  of  8  feet  from  floor 
to  ceiling.  The  cost  of  the  various  types  submitted  as 
suitable  for  rural  areas  were  as  follows 

Type  No.  1.  Four-room  cottage,  built  in  pairs,  ^175  each. 
Type  No.  2.  Five-room  cottage,  built  in  pairs,  ^249  each. 
Type  No.  3.  Six-room  cottage,  built  in  pairs,  ^,258  each. 

It  was  generally  admitted  by  the  Conference  that  the 
much  talked  of  ^£100  Cottages  were  a  fallacy,  as,  personally, 
I  consider  even  the  ^150  Cottages  are. 

If  I  caught  aright  the  keynote  of  the  Conference  it  was, 
that  Local  Authorities  should  build  in  every  case  and  for 
that  purpose  should  use  the  powers  given  them  under  the 
Town  Planning  Act,  and  the  reasons  for  this  are  obvious. 
If  a  Local  Authority  does  not  make  use  of  the  Act  then  its 
position  is  an  unenviable  one,  since  they  are  at  the  mercy 
of  every  speculative  builder  who  wants  to  develop  his 
separate  few  acres  ;  he  can  crowd  anything  from  40  to  50 
houses  to  the  acre,  he  can  create  a  slum  in  the  midst  of  its 
best  residential  property  and  thereby  seriously  depreciate 
its  rateable  value.  You  cannot  insist  on  any  streets  being 
wider  than  the  width  provided  for  in  the  bye-laws.  You 
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cannot  decide  the  direction  of  any  street.  You  are  bound 
to  pass  the  plan  and  permit  the  erection  of  any  house  that 
conforms  with  the  bye-laws,  even  though  it  is  known  that 
it  is  unsuitable  to  the  neighbourhood  or  will  have  to  come 
down  for  a  street  widening  in  the  near  future.  One  cannot 
make  any  provision  for  future  drainage  or  water  supply, 
because  it  is  not  known  on  which  direction  the  town  will 
spread. 

Again,  if  a  scheme  is  not  prepared,  the  neighbouring 
authorities  can  and  may  affect  your  area  by  scheduling  land 
within  your  district  for  certain  purposes,  and  the  situation 
created  will  be  considered  primarily  from  your  neighbours’ 
point-of-view  and  may  be  to  your  ultimate  detriment. 
This  is  not  mere  fancy  but  is  an  actual  fact  ;  we  have  an 
instance  of  it  in  the  Ruislip  Northwood  Scheme  where  land 
in  an  adjoining  district  has  been  scheduled  for  drainage 
and  approved  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  am  well  aware  that  it  is 
not  usual  to  introduce  sentiment  into  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
and  yet  as  one  looks  upon  the  haphazard  and  ugly  way  our 
towns  and  cities  have  been  built  in  the  past,  and  when 
one  looks  to  our  cities  of  the  future,  which  may  under 
wise  Town  Planning  become  a  work  of  real  art,  and  while 
one  is  most  conscious  of  the  long  stretch  between  one’s  own 
capabilities  and  ideals,  one  nevertheless  realises  that  the 
Town  Planning  Act  of  1909,  if  properly  carried  out,  has 
within  it  the  high  sentiment  of  a  town  as  an  organised 
entity,  at  once  the  result  of  and  the  perfect  means  whereby 
the  best  energies  of  its  citizens  can  do  their  appointed 
work  in  making  the  life  of  future  generations  a  thing  of 
beauty. 

QUARANTINE  OF  VESSELS  ON  ACCOUNT  OF 
CHOLERA,  YELLOW  FEVER  OR  PLAGUE. 

The  question  has  been  raised  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  Port  of  Bristol  as  to  the  arrangements  for 
dealing  with  cases  of  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever  and  Plague 
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should  the  occasion  arise.  The  vessels  which  enter  the 
Port  of  Lydney  are  practically  only  coasters  from  South 
Wales  and  the  opposite  shores  of  Gloucestershire  and 
Somersetshire.  Ships  which  are  likely  to  convey  any  of 
the  above-named  diseases  have  all  undergone  sanitary 
inspection  by  the  Bristol  Port  Authority  on  entering  the 
Bristol  Channel.  A  place,  however,  has  recently  been 
allotted  for  the  purpose  of  anchoring  or  mooring  in  quaran¬ 
tine  any  vessel  bound  for  Lydney  which  may  have  a  case 
of  Cholera,  Yellow  Fever,  Plague  or  Small-pox  on  board. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Elliott,  inspects  every 
vessel  on  its  arrival  in  Lydney  Dock  so  far  as  it  is  prac¬ 
ticable  for  him  to  do  so,  and  if  there  is  any  case  of 
suspicious  illness  on  board  he  will  telephone  to  me,  and  I  can 
then  visit  the  ship  in  question  ;  the  suspected  person  is  in 
the  meantime  placed  in  quarantine.  If  the  suspicions 
prove  founded  the  person  affected  will  be  conveyed  to 
Alvington  Infectious  Hospital,  and  the  ship  placed  in 
quarantine  in  the  King  Road,  Bristol  Channel,  off  Portis- 
head.  The  occasion  has  never  yet  arisen  when  a  steam¬ 
boat  would  be  required  for  the  purpose  of  boarding  a  ship, 
but  should  it  arise  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
hire  of  a  steam  launch  to  convey  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  the  suspected  ship. 

SUMMARY  OF  ROUTINE  WORK. 

The  following  is  a  Summary  of  the  routine  work  of 
inspection,  as  supplied  by  Mr.  Elliott,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Surveyor  : — 

Housing  : 

Plans  for  new  houses  approved  .. .  ...  ...  ...  14 

Houses  built  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  14 

Houses  for  which  water  certificates  were  granted 

under  Sec.  6  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878  12 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909,  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910 — 

Areas  inspected  during  1913 — Primrose  Hill  and 
Allaston  Mesne,  Lydney. 

Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  203 
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Houses  with  defects  for  which  notices  were 
necessary  ... 

Houses  for  which  notices  were  served — 

Under  Section  15  Housing,  &c. ,  Act,  1909  . 

Under  other  Sections  of  Public  Health  Acts. 
No.  remedied  ... 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation  ... 

Houses  made  habitable  without  closing  orders  . 
Representations  to  District  Council 
Closing  Orders  ... 

Demolition  Orders 
Houses  demolished 
Cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
Cases  abated 
Cleansed  on  notice 


17 

0 
17 
39 
0 
0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

1  voluntarily  by  owner 

9: 


0 


Water  Supply  : 

Houses  connected  with  public  supply 
Wells  closed 

Samples  taken  for  examination 


23 

1 

1 


Sewerage  and  Drainage  : 

Houses  newly  connected  with  sewers  ...  ...  4 

W.C.’s  newly  supplied  with  flushing  cisterns  ...  11 

Earth  closets,  pail  closets  or  improved  privies 

provided  ...  . .  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Notices  to  empty  privy  vaults  served  ...  ..  8 


Numbers  Inspected  of  each  of  the  following  : 


Slaughter-houses 

No.  on  register  No 
6 

inspections 

26 

Bakehouses 

17 

45 

Dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops 

29 

68 

Workshops  . 

40 

56 

General  : 

Complaints  received 

4 

Nuisances  abated 

69 

Preliminary  notices  served 

19 

Statutory  notices  issued 

o 

*mi 

Summonses  taken  out  ... 

o 

dmJ 

Convictions  obtained 

2 

Infectious  Diseases  : 

Cases  visited  and  reported  on  ... 

• • .  » . •  ... 

75 

Houses  in  which  cases  occurred 

...  •••  ... 

53 

Houses  disinfected 

. 

53 

0.  W.  ANDREWS. 
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AWRE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Composition  of  District :  The  Parish  of  Awre,  including  the 
villages  of  Blakeney  and  Awre. 

Chairman  of  Council  :  E.  Clissold,  Esq.,  Hagloe  House, 
GrloS. 

Cleric  to  Council  :  Mr.  M.  F.  Carter,  Solicitor,  Newnham. 

Sanitary  Inspector:  Mr.  H.  Hook,  Westbury-on-Severn. 

Rateable  Value  ^9,776. 

Adoptive  Acts  and  Regulations  in  force  in  District. 

Adopted 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890  ...  1891 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  ...  „ 

Regulations  : 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  &c.,  Orders,  1885-6  ...  ...  1910 

Bye-laws  : 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1883 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  1883 

Removal  of  Nuisances  and  Keeping  of  Animals  ...  1883 

Common  Lodging-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1883 

The  District  is  mainly  a  rural  one,  and  during  the 
year  1913  enjoyed  a  remarkable  freedom  from  infectious 
Diseases  upon  which  we  shall  comment  later. 

On  the  northern  side,  i.e.,  in  the  direction  of  Gloucester, 
there  are  extensive  fruit  farms.  Its  western  end  borders 
on  Blakeney  Hill  and  Viney  Hill,  portions  of  the  East 
Dean  District  which  are  occupied  by  a  colliery  population, 
many  of  the  children  from  which  attend  school  at  Blakeney. 

The  village  of  Blakeney  is  the  administrative  centre 
of  the  District,  and  contains  two  of  the  three  schools  which 
are  situated  in  the  District.  The  soil  is  clay  and  loam  ; 
subsoil,  red  sandstone,  shale  and  limestone.  That  of  Awre 
is  sand  and  loam  with  a  subsoil  of  brick,  earth  and  limestone. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Average  No.  of  persons 
separate  occupier 

per 

•  •  • 

1901 

4-25 

1911 

...  4-05 

Area  in  acres  ... 

•  •  • 

1901 

4329 

1911 

...  4317 

Inhabited  houses 

•  •  • 

258 

...  264 

Total  tenements 

•  •  • 

255 

Ditto  of  less  than  5  rooms 

•  •  • 

110 

Total  population 

•  •  • 

1096 

...  1070 

Males  ... 

•  •  • 

524 

Females 

... 

572 

Average  number  of  persons  per 

100  acres  ...  ...  ...  25 


The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  last  year 
(1913)  showed  a  decrease  of  6. 

4 

There  was  a  distinct  improvement  in  the  birthrate, 
and  the  death  rate  (12*2)  which  is  almost  the  same  as  that 
for  England  and  Wales  (12*9). 


COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  40  YEARS. 


Births — 

Highest 

No.  Lowest 

1913. 

in  40  years  ditto 

Total 

27 

(1877)  44 

(1910) 16 

Ratio  of  Births  per  1000  of  population 

25  4 

32-6 

149 

Deaths— 

Scarlet  Fever  .. 

0 

(1876)  3 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

1 

0 

Measles  ... 

0 

2 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

(1889) 3 

0 

Diarrhoea 

0 

2 

c 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

(1877)  1 

0 

Continued  Fever 

0 

(1876)  1 

0 

Total  Zymotic  Deaths 

0 

(1876)  6 

0 

Ratio  per  1000  of  population . 

o-o 

05 

0 

Total  Deaths  from  all  causes 

13 

33 

6 

Ratio  of  Deaths  per  1000  of  population 

12-2 

24-4 

5-0 

Deaths  under  5  years  of  age  ... 

1 

12-0 

0 

n  1  n  per  1000  births 

37 

_ *- 

0 

Births  and  the  Birth  Rate. — The  number  of  births 
registered  during  the  year,  27,  giving  a  rate  of  25*4,  is  a 
distinct  improvement  on  the  past  six  years,  and  is  the 
highest  rate  since  1903,  when  there  were  29  births,  giving  a 
rate  of  26*7.  Of  the  27  births  one  was  illegitimate. 
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BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES. 


Year. 

1 

Population 

^  estimated  to  Middle 

of  each  Year, 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered  in 
the  District, 

Transferable  Deaths  of 

0o  Non-Residents 

registered  in  the  district. 

Transferable  Deaths  of 

jq  Residents  not 

registered  in  the  district. 

Nett 

Deaths  belonging  to 
the  District. 

, ,  Uncorrected  Number 
CO 

Nett, 

Under  I  Year 
of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 

U 

<v 

£ 

3 

£ 

4 

Rate. 

Oi 

_  Number, 

os 

,  Rate. 

U 

V 

s 

3 

10 

Rate  per 

HI  iooo  Births. 

(O 

£ 

3 

12 

6 

13 

1908 

1077 

17 

15-7 

10 

9*2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

12 

111 

1909 

1075 

22 

20-4 

12 

11T 

0 

2 

1 

45 

14 

13-0 

1910 

1072 

16 

14*9 

11 

102 

0 

4 

0 

0 

15 

14 -0)j 

1911 

1070 

26 

26 

24-3 

19 

17*7 

0 

1 

0 

0 

20 

18-6  i| 

1912 

1067 

16 

16 

14-9 

6 

5-6 

0 

4 

1 

62 

10 

9*3  i 

1913 

1061 

27 

27 

25  "4 

7 

6-5 

0 

6 

1 

37 

13 

12-2 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  ... 

Total  Population  at  all  ages  (1911) 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (1911) 

Average  No.  of  persons  per  house  (1911)  ... 


4,317 

1,070 

264 

4-05 


Deaths  and  the  Death  Rate. — There  were  13 
deaths  during  the  year  from  all  causes,  giving  a  crude  rate 
of  12 ‘2,  which  on  being  corrected  by  the  factors  based  upon 
the  population  at  the  Census  of  1911,  is  reduced  to  10*9,  a 
rate  that  compares  very  favourably  with  the  average  of 
12*9  for  England  and  Wales. 
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MORTALITY  AT  ALL  AGES. 

Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole 
District  at  subjoined  Ages. 


Causes  of 

CO 

<D 

S-i 

<D 

<M 

*4 

0> 

d 

u 

<D 

d 

rH 

r-* 

d 

lO 

CM 

u 

<X> 

d 

£ 

m> 

D 

d 

£ 

LO 

CO 

u 

d 

£ 

SO 

d 

^4 

cS 

ft 

>» 

Death. 

bJ0 

0$ 

rH 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s 

£ 

53 

i— 4 

<X> 

d 

£ 

d 

£ 

d 

£ 

s 

<V 

<D 

All  causes — 
Certified,  13 
Uncertified,  0 

Uancer 

£ 

4ft 

<1 

£ 

i—i 

£ 

<M 

£ 

to 

1C 

rH 

lO 

(M 

c3 

Cj 

lO 

CO 

% 

< 

5 

1 

0... 

0.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0... 

0... 

l... 

0 

0... 

i 

Organic  Heart 
Disease 

2 

0... 

0.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0... 

0... 

l... 

1 

2... 

0 

Alcoholism  . . . 

1 

0... 

0.. 

0.. 

0.. 

1... 

0... 

0... 

0 

0... 

1 

Nephritis  and 
Bright’s  Disease 

1 

0... 

0.. 

0... 

0.. 

0... 

0... 

l... 

0 

0... 

1 

Congenital  Debility 
and  Malformation 
including  Pre¬ 
mature  Births  1 

1... 

0  .. 

0... 

0.. 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0 

0.. 

1 

Violent  Deaths 

2 

0... 

0.. 

0... 

1.. 

0... 

1... 

0... 

0 

0.., 

2 

Other  defined 
Diseases 

1 

0... 

0... 

0.. 

0... 

0... 

0... 

1... 

0 

0 ... 

1 

Diseases  undefined 
or  unknown 

4 

0... 

0... 

0... 

0.. 

0... 

0... 

0... 

4 

3... 

l 

All  causes  13 

1.. 

0... 

0... 

1.. 

i... 

1 .. 

4... 

5 

5... 

8 

j£  o 

•+3  -h 
ce  s 

CD  +3 


ft 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


No  inquests  were  held  in  Awre  Urban  District  during 
the  year  1913.  There  were  two  deaths  from  violence,  one 
from  haemorrhage,  the  result  of  a  gun  bursting,  and  the 
other  from  fracture  of  the  skull  caused  by  an  accidental 
fall  from  a  timber  wagon. 


INFANTILE 


Causes  of  Death 

o>  0) 
•73  v 
£  £ 

fv,  W 

CM 

o  o> 

r-l 

rH  £ 

All  causes — 

Certified  1 
Uncertified  0 
Atrophy,  Debility 

and  Marasmus  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0 


MORTALITY. 


43 

l  A 

to 

to 

so 

CO 

^  M 

o  3} 

—  %  a 

<3  ®  ° 

a 

o  c  fi 

o  S 

r- < 

CO  4ft 

°  5 

_r£ 

05  4ft 

o  5 

<M  43 
t— l  4ft 
O  £ 

4ft 

+3  2 

4ft  o 

4ft  2 

4ft  © 

CO  £ 

H  33  rH 

r-l  2 

eo  C 

CO  S 

05  2 

.  0 

...  0  .. 

..  1  ., 

..  0  . 

..  0.. 

.  0.. 

0  ...  0  ...  0  ...  0  ..  0  ...  1  ...  0  ...  0...  0...  1 

Births  in  the  year — Legitimate  26,  Illegitimate  1. 

Deaths  in  the  year — Legitimate  I,  Illegitimate  0. 
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The  single  death  which  occurred  under  the  age  of  one 
year  was  a  case  of  Debility  from  birth  ;  the  child  died  at 
the  age  of  five  weeks. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1913. 


DISEASES 


Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of 
Tuberculosis 

Totals 


O 

rH 

tO 

to 

CM 

tO 

rH 

to 

CO 

m 

■s'H 

>. 

<D 

a 

CD 

'O 

CD’- 

to 

I? 

tO 

o 

rH 

o 

O 

O 

o 

4-> 

C)  Clj 

is 

£  ; 

< 

£ 

rH 

to 

tO 

rH 

to 

CM 

to 

rH 

10  S’ 

(X)  3 

r—A 

P3 

-D  l 

pU 

l 

o  ... 

0  . 

..  l  .. 

0  . 

..  0  . 

..  0  . 

..  0 

1  . 

..  0 

l 

0  ... 

0  . 

.  l  .. 

0  . 

..  0  . 

..  0 

..  0 

1  . 

..  0 

2 

0  ... 

0  . 

..  2  .. 

0  . 

0  . 

..  0 

..  0 

2  . 

..  0 

Isolation  Hospital — Joint  with  East  Dean,  Newnham  and  Westbury, 
at  Greenbottom,  Littledean,  near  Newnham,  Glos. 

Sanatoria — Cranham  Lodge,  Stroud. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Disease 
in  the  Awre  Urban  District,  save  1  case  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  1  of  Tuberculosis  of  the  Glands.  This 
freedom  from  Infectious  Disease  is  remarkable  when  one 
thinks  how  prevalent  was  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  districts  of  East  Dean,  West  Dean  and  Lydney. 
Possibly  this  freedom  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  district  is 
a  very  thinly  populated  one,  where  the  people  have  to 
travel  long  distances  if  they  wish  to  attend  popular  places 
of  amusement. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  SCHOOLS. 

Notifications  ...  ...  ...  ...  Measles 

Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

SCHOOLS  CLOSED. 

Name  of  School ...  ...  ...  ...  Awre  C.  of  E. 

Disease  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  Measles 

School  days,  period  of  closure  ..  3 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Taken  as  a  whole  there  are  few  districts  better  supplied 
with  water  than  that  of  Awre,  where,  under  ordinary 
circumstances  there  is  no  shortage  anywhere.  In  dry 


weather  such  as  prevailed  for  so  many  weeks  during 
the  summer  of  1913,  the  occupants  of  4  houses  at  Brain’s 
Green  had  to  fetch  water  from  a  distance  of  some  200 
yards  from  a  never  failing  spring,  but  this,  the  sole  instance 
of  shortage  of  water,  occasioned  no  great  inconvenience. 

Sewerage. — Blakeney,  although  the  administrative 
centre  of  the  Awre  Urban  District,  is  only  a  village  with  a 
scattered  population  of  about  800.  The  closets  are  for  the 
most  part  pail  closets,  but  there  are  a  certain  number  of 
w.c.’s,  the  exact  number  of  which  has  not  yet  been 
ascertained,  but  what  is  of  real  importance  is  the  complete 
absence  of  common  privies,  with  their  foul  vaults. 

SUMMARY  OF  ROUTINE  WORK, 

supplied  by  Mr.  H.  Hook,  who  has  been  appointed  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  Inspector  under  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act  of  1909  : — 

Housing  : 

Plans  for  new  houses  approved  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909,  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910 — 

Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Houses  with  defects  for  which  notices  were 

necessary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . .  20 

Houses  for  which  notices  were  served  : — 

Under  Sec.  15  Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  1909  0 

Under  other  Sections  of  Public  Health  Acts  ...  201 

No.  remedied  .  16 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation .  0 

No.  made  habitable  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Representations  to  District  Council  (Closing  Orders)  0 

Closing  orders .  0 

Demolition  orders  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cases  of  overcrowding  reported  .  1 

Houses  cleansed  on  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Water  Supply  : 

Wells  sunk  or  improved  sources  of  supply  provided  2 
Wells  closed  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  0 

Samples  taken  for  examination  ...  ...  ...  0 

Sewerage  and  Drainage: 

Earth  closets,  pail  closets  or  improved  privies 

constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  10 

\ 

Privy  vaults  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

N  otices  served  to  empty  privy  vaults  ...  ...  10 

Numbers  Inspected  of  each  of  the  following  : 


No.  on  register  No.  inspections 


Common  lodging-houses 

- — e - ’ 

0 

0 

Slaughter-houses 

3 

33 

Bakehouses 

3 

18 

Dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops 

25 

120 

Workshops 

3 

12 

General : 

Complaints  received 

... 

0 

Nuisances  reported  to  District  Council 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

10 

Swine 

... 

1 

Nuisances  abated 

...  ... 

43 

Preliminary  notices  served 

... 

35 

Statutory  notices  served 

... 

4 

Summonses  taken  out 

...  . 

0 

Infectious  Diseases  : 

Cases  visited  and  Feported  on 

... 

0 

Houses  in  which  cases  occurred 

...  ... 

0 

Houses  disinfected 

0 

This  year  so  much  progress  has  not  been  made  under 
the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  as  could  be  desired, 
owing  to  the  difficulty  experienced  in  getting  owners  of 
property  to  undertake  thorough  repairs,  for  which  they  see 
little  or  no  prospect  of  any  return  on  the  money  expended, 
and  here,  as  in  other  districts,  owing  to  the  increased  cost 
of  building  materials,  it  is  impossible  to  build  suitable 
houses  for  which  an  economic  rent  is  obtainable. 

During  the  year  there  was  some  correspondence  and 
discussion  at  several  Council  Meetings  regarding  a  com¬ 
plaint  about  a  fruit  packing  shed,  the  floor  of  which  was 
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said  to  be  insanitary  and  the  owner’s  method  of  storing 
artificial  manure  unsatisfactory.  At  the  request  of  the 
Council  I  visited  the  premises  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  succeeded  in  getting  the  necessary  improvements 
effected  without  having  to  proceed  to  litigation. 

The  slaughter-houses,  bake-houses,  dairies,  &c.,  have 
been  frequently  inspected,  as  well  as  the  workshops.  Four 
statutory  notices  were  served  but  no  summonses  taken  out. 
In  two  cases  the  premises  were  improved. 


0.  W.  ANDREWS. 
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NEWNHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Composition  of  District:  The  Town  and  Parish  of  Newn- 
ham-on-Severn. 

Chairman  of  Council :  R.  J.  Kerr,  Esq.,  Newnham. 

Clerk  to  the  Council:  Mr.  M.  F.  Carter,  Solicitor,  Newn¬ 
ham. 

Sanitary  Inspector  :  Mr.  H.  Hook,  Westbury-on-Severn. 

Surveyor ,  and  Surveyor  of  Highways  :  Mr.  H.  Ferris, 
Newnham. 

Assessable  Yalue  of  District,  £8831. 

Adoptive  Acts  and  Regulations  in  Force  in  District. 

Acts  :  Adopted 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890  ...  1893 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890, 

Partlll.  ...  1893 

Regulations :  Adopted 

Dairies  and  CoAvsheds,  &c.,  Orders  1885-6  ...  1910 

Bye-Laws  : 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  ...  ...  •••(17)  1863 

Removal  of  Nuisances  and  Keeping  of  Animals  1863 
Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  1863 

Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1863 

This  district  was  constituted  a  Local  Board  before  the 
passing  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1872,  when  it  became  an 
Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  and  subsequently  at  the  passing 
of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894,  an  Urban  District 
Council. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  of  District  in  Acres  ... 

•  ®  • 

1901 

1937  ... 

1911 

1937 

Inhabited  houses 

•  •  • 

273  ... 

256 

Total  tenements 

•  •  • 

266  ... 

Ditto  of  less  than  5  rooms... 

•  •  • 

53 

Average  No.  of  persons  per  house 

4-4  ... 

3*98 

Total  Population 

•  •  • 

1184  ... 

1021 

Males  ... 

•  •  • 

564  ... 

Females 

•  •  • 

620  ... 

77 


BIRTH  RATE. 

During  the  year  there  were  registered  27  births, 


giving  a  rate  of  27 '4,  which  is  the  highest  rate  since 
when  there  were  40  births  in  a  population  of  1335. 

1891, 

COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  40  YEARS. 

Highest  No.  Lowest 

1913.  in  40  years.  ditto. 

Births  ...  . 

27 

(1877)  51 

(1911) 13 

Ratio  of  Births  per  1000  of  population 
Deaths — 

27A 

31-3 

(1874)9-1 

Small  Pox  ... 

0 

(1874)  5 

0 

Measles 

0 

2 

0 

Scarlatina 

0 

1 

0 

Croup  and  Diphtheria 

0 

1 

0 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0 

2 

0 

Fever 

0 

1 

0 

Cholera,  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 

0 

2 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

_ * 

_ *- 

Erysipelas 

Total  Deaths  from  Septic  diseases 

0 

_ * 

0 

(1892)  29 

(1898)  10 

Ratio  of  Deaths  per  1000  of  population 

0 

2D2 

8 

Deaths  under  5  years  of  age 

2 

10 

0 

Deaths  under  1  year  of  age 

1 

* 

* 

Ditto  per  1000  births 

37 

* 

* 

*  I  am  unable  to  supply  these  figures. 


BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES. 


Year. 

I 

Population 

w  estimated  to  Middle 

of  each  Year. 

Births. 

Totai.  Deaths 
Registered  in 
the  District. 

Transferable  Deaths  of 
qq  Non-Residents 

registered  in  the  district 

Transfetable  Deaths  of 
Residents  not 
registered  in  the  district 

N  ETT 

Under 

of/ 

Deaths  belongin 
the  District. 

IG  TO 

Ages. 

U 

CD 

s 

53 

<D 

V 

<v 

u 

5 

CJ 

c 

6 

3 

Nett 

1  Year 
^ge. 

At  all 

(LI 

g 

3 

2 

10 

4_> 

U  1) 

&24j 

<0  o.h 

^  H 

II 

U 

<L> 

S 

3 

2 

12 

6 

cd 

Pi 

13 

V 

3 

2 

4 

rt 

« 

5 

C 

QJ 

f-Q 

E 

3 

53 

6 

<D 

cd 

Pi 

7 

1908  ... 

1069 

17 

15-9 

16 

15-0 

0 

0 

2 

117 

16 

14-9 

1909  ... 

1053 

23 

21-8 

12 

11-4 

1 

2 

4 

174 

13 

12  3 

1910  ... 

1037 

17 

164 

19 

18-3 

0 

2 

1 

58 

21 

20-2 

1911  ... 

1021 

13 

13 

12-7 

14 

13-7 

1 

2 

0 

0 

15 

146 

1912  ... 

1005 

24 

24 

23-8 

13 

12-9 

0 

1 

5 

208 

14 

13-9 

1913  ... 

985 

26 

27 

27-4 

11 

11-1 

0 

2 

1 

37 

13 

13T 

Area  of  District  in  Acres... 

Total  population  at  all  ages  (1911) 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (1911)  ... 
Average  No.  of  persons  per  house  (1911) 


1,937 

1,021 

256 

3-98 
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There  was  a  crude  death-rate  13T,  but  the  corrected 
death-rate  employing  the  factor  based  on  the  population  of 
1911,  was  11T.  Of  the  13  deaths  registered  there  was  only 
one  from  a  notifiable  disease,  viz.,  one  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis.  Of  the  13  deaths,  9  were  of  persons  over 
65  years  of  age,  which  indicates  the  remarkably  healthy 
character  of  the  district. 


MORTALITY  AT  DIFFERENT  AGES 
AND  ITS  CAUSES. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  whole  District 
at  subjoined  Ages. 


Causes  of 
Deaths. 


m 

o> 

SC 

< 


All  causes— certified  13 
,,  uncertified  0 

Influenza  .  . .  1 

Phthisis  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1 

Cancer,  malignant  Disease  . .  2 

Organic  Heart  Disease  . l 

Pneumonia . 1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease  .  1 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma¬ 
tion,  including  Premature  Birth  1 

Other  defined  Diseases  . .  . .  1 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown . .  4 


Total.. 


..  13 
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G 

£ 

P- 
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..  0.. 

0... 

0.. 

0  .. 

0... 

0.. 

1 

0. 

.  1... 

0 

..  0.. 

0... 

0... 

1.. 

0.. 

0.. 

0 

0 

.  1.. 

0 

..  0.. 

0.. 

0... 

0.. 

0.. 
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There  were  10  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  ; 
of  these  six  were  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  two  of  which 
were  removed  to  hospital.  Newnham  Church  of  England 
School  was  closed  for  13  days  on  account  of  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Chicken  Pox. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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Isolation  Hospital — Joint  with  East  Dean,  Westbury  and  Awre, 
at  Greenbottom,  Littledean,  riear  Newnham,  Glos. 


Sanatoria — Cranham  Lodge,  Stroud. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  SCHOOLS. 


Notifications  Cases 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chicken  Pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


SCHOOLS  CLOSED. 

Name  of  School  Disease 

Newnham,  C.  of  E.  ...  Scarlet  Fever  &  Chicken  Pox 


School  days, 
period  of  closure 

13  days. 


The  remarkably  low  rate  of  infant  mortality,  37  per 
1000,  is  low  even  for  this  district,  but  in  a  community  of  this 
description,  where  a  single  death  makes  so  large  a  difference 
in  the  rate,  statistics  are  of  little  value  for  purposes  of 
comparison. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 
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Births  in  the  year — Legitimate  26  ;  Illegitimate  0. 
Deaths  in  the  year — Legitimate  1  ;  Illegitimate  0. 
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The  factories  and  workshops  in  the  district  have 
been  frequently  inspected,  as  have  also  the  dairies,  cow¬ 
sheds,  slaughter-houses,  &c.  Under  the  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act  (1909)  45  houses  were  inspected  during 
1913,  and  30  houses  were  discovered  with  defects,  for 
which  notices  were  necessary  ;  21  were  remedied.  One 
case  of  overcrowding  was  dealt  with. 

Newnham  Water  Supply. — The  Water  Supply  is  in 
the  hands  of  private  owners.  During  the  prolonged 
drought  last  summer,  Newnham,  like  so  many  other  rural 
or  semi-rural  places,  suffered  from  the  enforced  limitation 
of  the  supply  ;  even  during  the  winter  it  has  at  times  been 
necessary  to  limit  the  supply  owing  to  there  being  leakage 
from  the  pipes  into  the  Severn.  In  some  of  the  houses 
there  are  hand-flushed  w.c’s,  and  when  the  supply  of 
water  is  cut  off  closets  of  this  description  are  more 
dangerous  than  earth  or  pail  closets. 

Sewerage. — As  the  sewerage  of  a  place  is  intimately 
bound  up  with  the  water  supply,  it  follows  that  if  there  is 
a  shortage  of  water  the  sewers  cannot  be  efficiently 
flushed.  It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  number  of 
houses  where  there  are  hand-flushed  closets  is  very  limited, 
and  at  ordinary  times  when  there  is  no  shortage  of  water 
the  drainage  and  sewerage  of  the  town  is  quite  satisfactory, 
and  the  health  of  Newnham,  which  is  proverbially  good, 
has  so  far  not  suffered  from  the  defects  alluded  to  above. 
The  difficulty,  in  dealing  effectually  with  the  water  supply 
of  Newnham,  is  complicated  by  the  fact  that  here,  as  in  so 
many  other  rural  districts,  we  have  a  declining  population 
and  a  diminishing  rateable  value ;  and  therefore  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Council  naturally  hesitates  to  embark  on  any  new 
scheme  which  may  involve  considerable  outlay  and  the 
burden  of  which,  for  the  reasons  indicated,  must  become 
heavier  per  head. 
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Housing  : 


Plans  for  new  houses  approved 
Houses  built  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910 — 
Area  inspected — No  special  area. 

Houses  inspected 

Houses  with  defects  for  which  notices  were 
necessary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,.N 

Houses  for  which  notices  were  served 

(a)  Under  Sec.  15  Housing,  Town  Planning 

Act,  1909  . 

No.  remedied 

{b)  Under  other  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

No.  remedied 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation  ... 

Representations  made  to  District  Council 
Closing  Orders  made  ... 

Demolition  Orders 

Cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

No.  abated 

Houses  cleansed  on  notice 
Water  Supply  : 

New  connections  with  Public  Supply 
Wells  closed 

Samples  taken  for  examination 

Sewerage  and  Drainage  : 

Houses  newly  connected  with  sewers 
W.C.’s  newly  supplied  with  flushing  cisterns 
Notices  to  empt}^  privy  vaults 
Earth  closets,  pail  closets  or  improved  privies 
constructed... 


0 

0 


45 

30 

58 

1 

1 

29 

20 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 


0 

0 

0 


14 

2 

13 
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Numbers  Inspected  of  each  of  the  following  : 


No.  on  Re 

gister. 

No.  of  Inspections 

Common  Lodging-houses 

0 

0 

Slaughter-houses . 

2 

...  24 

Bakehouses 

3 

...  18 

Dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops 
Workshops 

10 

...  60 

14 

...  58 

General  : 

Complaints  received 

•  •  . 

3 

Nuisances  reported  to  District  Council 

.  .  . 

...  15 

Nuisances  abated 

.  .  • 

...  43 

Preliminary  notices  served 

.  .  . 

...  25 

Statutory  notices  served  . 

8 

Infectious  Disease  : 

Cases  visited  and  reported  on 

.  «  • 

6 

Houses  in  which  cases  occurred 

•  •  « 

6 

Houses  disinfected  . 

» •  « 

6 

0.  W.  ANDREWS 
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WESTBURY-ON-SEVERN  URBAN 

DISTRICT. 


Composition  of  District :  The  Parish  of  Westbury-on-Severn. 

Chairman  of  Council  :  M.  W.  Colchester-Wemyss,  Esq., 
Westbury-on-Severn. 

Clerk  to  Council  :  Mr.  M.  F.  Carter,  Solicitor,  Newnham- 
on-Severn. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor:  Mr.  Horace  Hook, 
Westbury-on-Severn. 

Assessable  Value  of  District,  ^16,497. 

Adoptive  Acts,  Regulations  and  Bye-Laws  in  Force 

in  District. 

Acts :  Adopted 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890  ...  1910 

Regulations : 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885-6 
Bye-Laws  : 


Common  Lodging-houses  ... 

•  •  •  •  »  • 

1863 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

. . . 

1863 

Prevention  of  Nuisances  and  Keeping  of 
Animals 

•  •  • 

1863 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

1901 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  8264 

1911 

8257 

Inhabited  Houses 

422 

Total  Tenements 

424 

401 

Do.  of  less  than  5  Rooms 

140 

Average  number  of  Persons 
per  House.  . 

4-4 

44> 

Total  Population 

1866  .  . 

1812 

Males 

949 

Females 

917 

A  comparison  of  the  area  of  this  district  with  what  it 
was  in  1901  and  1911  shows  a  decrease  of  seven  acres. 
This  has  been  caused  by  erosion  of  the  Severn  banks. 
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COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  40  YEARS. 


Births —  1913. 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Ratio  of  Births  per  1000  of  population  1 1  '6 


Deaths — 

Small  Pox  and  Chicken  Pox 

Measles 

Scarlatina  ... 

Croup  and  Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough  ... 

Fever  ... 

Cholera,  Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery 
Puerperal  Fever  ... 

Erysipelas  ... 

Total  deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases 
Total  deaths  from  all  causes  . . . 

Ratio  per  1,000  of  population 
Deaths  under  5  years  of  age 

//  1  1/  per  1000  births 


0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

23 

127 

2 

47 


Highest  No. 
in  40  years. 

83  (1880) 
33-2 


1 

3 

1 

7 

5 

2 

5 


10 

47  (1890) 
22*5 
16 


Lowest 

ditto. 


21  (1913) 
11*6  (1913) 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

22  (1904) 
11  *2 
2 


*  I  cannot  give  these  figures. 


Births  and  the  Birth-Rate. — The  births  regis¬ 
tered  as  belonging  to  the  district  (21)  gives  a  rate  of  11 ’6, 
which  is  the  lowast  rate  ever  recorded.  In  1880  as  many 
as  83  births  were  registered,  giving  a  rate  per  1000  of  33*2. 


BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES. 
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1807 

37 

32 

17-7 
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Area  of  District  in  Acres  ...  ..  ...  8,257 

Total  populationfat^all  ages  (1911)  ...  ...  1,812 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (1911)  ...  ..  ...  401 

Average  No.  of  persons  per  house  (1911)  ...  4  51 
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Deaths  and  the  Death-Rate. — 23  deaths  were 
registered  as  belonging  to  the  district,  giving  a  crude  death- 
rate  of  12'7.  Of  these  three  were  residents  belonging  to 
the  district  dying  outside,  and  there  were  20  deaths 
occurring  in  the  district  of  people  belonging  elsewhere. 
These  last  occurred  in  the  Westbury  Union  Workhouse. 
The  corrected  death-rate,  employing  the  factor  based  on 
the  population  of  1911,  is  8*9  per  1000. 


MORTALITY  AT  ALL  AGES  AND  ITS  CAUSES. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — There  were  nine  cases  of 
infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year,  three  of  them 
being  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  five  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis.  All  the  infectious  cases  were  treated  and  isolated 
in  their  homes.  Fifty  cases  of  Measles  occurred  in  the 
Walmore  Hill  School,  and  it  was  closed  for  seventeen  days 
in  consequence  of  the  outbreak. 
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1... 
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Births  in  the  year — Legitimate  21  ;  Illegitimate  0. 
Deaths  in  the  year — Legitimate  1  ;  Illegitimate  0. 


In  another  portion  of  this  report  1  have  drawn  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  frequency  with  which  foul  privy  vaults  and 
damp  houses  are  associated  with  outbreaks  of  Diphtheria. 
It  is  interesting,  as  bearing  on  this  question,  to  note  that  in 
Westbury-on-Severn  Church  of  England  School,  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  privy  vaults  coincided  with  the  cessation  of 
Diphtheria  amongst  children  attending  this  school.  As 
far  back  as  1897,  Dr.  Bond,  when  speaking  of  the  outbreak 
of  Diphtheria  in  Westbury,  commented  on  the  foul  state  of 
the  privy  vault  attached  to  the  school. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  SCHOOLS. 


Notifications 

Cases 

Measles 

•  ••  •••  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

50 

Mumps 

t 

•••  •••  •••  .  « 

SCHOOLS  CLOSED. 

3 

School  days, 

Name  of  School 

Disease 

period  of  closure 

Walmore  Hill 

Measles 

17  days 
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The  factories  and  workshops  of  the  district  were  all 
frequently  inspected,  as  also  were  the  bakehouses,  cow¬ 
sheds,  dairies,  &c.  Nothing  occurred  worthy  of  record. 

Under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  (1909) 
56  houses  were  inspected,  and  notices  to  remedy  defects 
were  issued  to  40.  In  29  cases  the  houses  were  placed  in  a 
proper  state  of  repair.  The  owner  of  one  house  closed  it 
voluntarily. 

SUMMARY  OF  ROUTINE  WORK. 

Housing  : 

Plans  for  new  houses  approved  ...  ...  ...  2 
Houses  built  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  2 

Water  Certificates  granted  under  Section  6  Public 

Health  (Water)  Act,  1878  ...  ...  ...  0 

Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910- 
Houses  inspected  ...  ...  ..  ...  ..  56 

Houses  with  defects  for  which  notices  were 

necessary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Houses  for  which  notices  were  served — 

fa)  Under  Sec  15  Housing,  Town  Planning  &c. 

Act,  1909  .  1 

(b)  Under  other  sections  of  Public  Health  Acts  39 
No.  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation  ..  ...  ...  1 

Houses  made  habitable  .  .  ...  ...  ...  0 

Representations  to  Di strict  Council  ...  ...  ...  2 

Closing  orders  (Closed  voluntarily)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Demolition  orders  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  0 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cases  of  overcrowding  reported...  ...  ..  -  ] 

Cases  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  cleansed  on  notice  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  Supply  : 

No.  of  new  connections  with  Public  Supply — 

No  Public  Supply 

Wells  sunk  or  approved  sources  of  supply  provided  3 
Wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Samples  taken  for  examination  ...  ...  ...  0 

Earth  closets,  pail  closets  or  improved 

privies  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 
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Notices  served  to  empty  privy  vaults 

... 

12 

Number  of  privy  vaults  abolished  ... 

Numbers  Inspected  of  each  of  the  following: 

..  18 

No.  on 

register 

No.  inspected 

Slaughterhouses 

2 

5 

Bakehouses 

6 

..  36 

Dairies,  cowsheds,  milkshops 

20 

. .  120 

Workshops 

5 

..  10 

General  : 

Complaints  received 

.  .  . 

0 

Nufsances  reported  to  District  Council 

...  18 

N uisances  abated 

.  .  . 

...  92 

Preliminary  notices  served 

...  61 

Statutory  notices  served 

.  .  . 

6 

Summonses  taken  out  ... 

... 

0 

Infectious  Diseases  : 

Cases  visited  and  reported  on 

6 

Houses  in  which  cases  occurred 

5 

Houses  disinfected 

5 

0.  W.  ANDREWS. 
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APPENDIX.  TABLE  1. 

—SHOWING  THE  GENERl 

UJSX  | 

SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

Area 

in 

Statute 

Acres. 

HOUSES  INHABITED. 

1901. 

1911. 

Increase  or 

Decrease. 

Average  No. 

of  Persons 

per  House. 

East  Dean  Rural 

28625 

4305 

4473 

+  168 

4-46 

2c| 

Westbury-on-Severn  Urban 

8257 

422 

401 

—  21 

4 ‘51 

:  i 

Newnham-on-Severn  Urban 

1937 

266 

256 

—  10 

3‘98 

:  l 

Awre  Urban 

4317 

258 

264 

+  6 

4‘05 

’ 

Gloucester  Rural 

30684 

2062 

2610 

+  548 

4‘80 

it  I 

Lydnev  Rural 

24554 

1867 

2052 

+  185 

4‘38 

H 

Total 

98374 

9180 

10056 

938 

4‘5 

4:  > 

(1)  Average  for  England  and  Wales  for  1913:  j 

STATISTICS  FOR  THE  WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
l  RICT. 


JULATION. 

BIRTHS.  (1) 

DEATHS. 

Increase  or 
Decrease. 

1913  Estimated. 

No. 

Rate  per  1000 
of 

Population. 

Under  5 
Years. 

Above  5 
Years. 

Total. 

Rate  per  1000  of 

Population. 

Under  1 

Year. 

Rate  per  1000 

Births. 

—  59 

19934 

496 

24*8 

67 

184 

251 

12-5 

49 

98 

—  54 

1803 

21 

11-6 

3 

20 

23 

12-7 

1 

47 

—  163 

985 

27 

27  4 

2 

11 

13 

13H 

1 

37 

—  26 

1061 

27 

25-4 

1 

12 

13 

12-2 

1 

37 

+  1836 

13047 

216 

16-5 

14 

120 

134 

10-2 

11 

50 

: 

+  356 

9086 

197 

21-6 

14 

96 

110 

12*1 

11 

55 

1890 

45916 

984 

21-2 

101 

443 

544 

11-8 

74 

75 

23'9.  Death-rate  13'4.  Infant  Death-rate  T09. 


APPENDIX.  TABLE  II.— A  COMPARATIVE  STATEMENT  OF  THE  CORRECTED  MORTALITY  FOR  THE  YEAR  1913,  FROM  ALL  CAUSES,  AT  DIFFERENT  AGES,  AND  FROM 


CERTAIN  SPECIFIC  CAUSES,  IN  THE  WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  UNITED  DISTRICT. 
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a> 
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Whooping 

Cough. 

T3 

C  • 

d 

Total  Septic 
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a 

0 

in 

1  Croup  and 

Diphtheria. 

j  Typhus. 

6 

<D 

4-* 

w 

Other  or 
doubtful 
forms.  j 

Measles. 

Diarrhoea  a: 

Dysentery 

J 

<; 

b 

r-1 

Rate  per 

1000 

of  populatio 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Erysipelas 

Enteritis  an 

Gastritis. 

Phthisis. 

Other 

Tubercula 

Diseases. 

Cancer, 

Malignant 

Disease. 

Heart 

Disease. 

O  V 

rt  +* 
rt  rt 
—  w 

X  x. 

V  *— » 
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Accidents 

and  Suicide 

1 2  j 

13  2 

—  2  ^0 

<s  ^ 

East  Dean  Rural 

19934 

251 

49 

7 

11 

10 

7 

29 

44 

94 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

6 

15 

•75 

0 

1 

1 

9 

14 

4 

16 

39 

32 

10 

118  ,*251 

Westburv-on- Severn  Urban 

1803 

23 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1*1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

14  23 

Newnham -on -Severn  Urban 

985 

13 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

8  13 

Awre  L'rban 

1061 

13 

1 

0 
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1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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0 

0 

0 

I 

2 

0 

A 

8  13 

Gloucester  Rural 

13047 

134 

11 

1 

2 

5 

4 

9 

31 

71 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

4 

3-0 
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19 

19 

14 

4 

65  134 

Lvdnev  Rural 

4/  4/ 

9086 

110 

11 

1 

2 

5 

3 

18 

25 

45 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

•33 

0 

1 

1 

1 

4 

7 

7 

16 
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6 

51  110 

45916 
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16 
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17 
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0 

0 

12 

0 

7 
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2 
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14 

1 

47 

79 

62 
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264  544 

APPENDIX. 


TABLE  III.— NEW  CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE) ! 
DURING  1913,  SHOWING  NUMBER  OB 


SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

C 

a 

.2 

ts  Sn 

H 

a 

o 

Ph 

CASES 

Did 

At  all  Ages. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Croup  and 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  and 

Typhoid  Fever 

|; 

Puerperal  Fever 

East  Dean  Rural 

19934 

206 

156 

9 

1 

1 

Westbury  on- Severn  Urban 

1803 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Newnham-on- Severn  Urban 

985 

10 

6 

0 

0 

0 

Awre  Urban 

1061 

9 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Gloucester  Rural 

13047 

118 

46 

42 

12 

1 

Lydney  Rural 

9086 

75 

60 

5 

0 

0 

45916 

420 

271 

56 

13 

2 

IN  THE  WEST  GLOUCESTERSHIRE  UNITED  DISTRICT 
[FIED  AND  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL. 


OCCURRED  IN  OR 

REMOVED  TO 

HOSPITAL. 

Total  occurring  in  or 
removed  to  Hospital. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases 

Scarlet  Fever 

Croup  and 
Diphtheria 

Enteric  and 
Typhoid  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

Small  pox 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases 

27 

5 

109 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ill 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

2 

0 

0 
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0 

0 

0 
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5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 

1 

8 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17 
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0 

47 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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47 

45 

9 

159 

10 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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